> 


CH 


asses 


MESS . 


Kine CU 


i 


S 


gett Me, 


Left: 


S 


I am the New Year. 


I am the one unspoiled bit of Beauty in God’s 
Universe. 


I am Romance, and Glitter, and High Resolution, 
and—Dreams. 


My only Handicap is the dead weight of old 
Habits and hard-set Ways of Doing Things that I 
must carry over from the Past into my new min- 
. istry to your heart. 


My one Fear is that some day you also will settle 
down to the conviction that the New is always an 
Illusion. 

My single Hope lies in your chance Faith, 


Faith that what has been proved Impossible by 
long experience can at last be attained; 
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IL Am the New Year 


Faith that Failure is but an Incident and not the 


End of the Journey; 
Faith that, some day, Mankind will be free from 
the Shackles of his own forging, Childhood 
will have its chance, and Love will achieve 
its God-like Destiny; 
that He who said “Behold, I make all things 


new” had somehow grasped the Secret for 
making His own Dream come true. 


Faith 


that those who share with Him the Adven- 
ture of His Self-commitment shall find the 
Secret of Overflowing Life. 


I am God’s plan for Girding the Loins of His 
intrepid Co-workers in the long, but joyous march 
to the Goal of His Beneficent Purpose. 


I am the New Year. 


Faith 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


A BOOK OF CERTITUDES 


I know of no book more helpful in the 
strengthening of faith—or in the forming 
of a faith, for that matter—than the re- 
cently published volume of sermons by Dr. 
Joseph Fort Newton: “Things I Know in 
Religion” (Harper and Brothers). Dr. 
Newton has published many volumes of 
sermons and essays but none quite so inti- 
mate and personal as these. He confesses 
that amidst all the questioning and specu- 
lative tones of much modern thinking he 
always finds relief in turning to the great 
“T knows” of St. Paul. While other voices 
are full of query and even protest, here 
is one that is all certitude. We need to 
recover this certitude in our faith if it is 
to mean anything to ourselves or to those 
who hear us. And this is possible. If the 
scientist can rely on certain unshaken 
realities in the physical world, surely the 
soul can rely on certain unshaken verities 
in the realm of the spirit. “Surely the 
mind capable of the scientific discoveries 
of our generation is not untrustworthy in 
its spiritual adventures—the soul of Jesus 
is surely as much to be trusted as the 
revelations of a test tube.’ 

Starting on the conviction that spiritual 
facts are as verifiable as physical, in ex- 
perience, Dr. Newton discloses to us the 
facts he has proven, the fundamental, basic 
facts he knows. The first fact—an im- 
pregnable fact—on which he builds is the 
moral sense in man. Whatever else he 
may not know, he knows he has that thing 
within him that we eall “Conscience,” and 
that links one at once to a_ spiritual 
sphere. The second thing he knows is in- 
disputable, because he is constantly exer- 
cising it, namely, the power to choose be- 
tween right and wrong. Going even be- 
yond these established things he knows 
that there is always in the human soul “a 


“STEWARDSHIPPINGLY YOURS” 


The above expression is quite modern. 
In fact it may not be permissible lingu- 
istically, and yet it describes aptly what 
we would say in the following paragraphs. 
Beginning January first and all through the 
first half of the year, the major thought 
of our Reformed Church, outside of the 
preaching of the Gospel, should be given 
to the intelligent study of the meaning, 
the motive and the principles of Christian 
Stewardship. 

Every Chureh should organize a “School 
of Stewardship” for the study of Steward- 
ship. Suitable books may be obtained from 
the Executive Committee. Suggestions 
telling how to organize will be sent to 
every pastor, but these are merely sugges- 
tions, because every pastor will know best 
how to meet the needs of his own Church 
in this matter. The best teachers should 
be secured to instruct these classes; and 
there should be classes for all adult groups 
and for young people. In the Sunday 
School, in connection with the lesson, Stew- 
ardship should be presented to the juniors 
and jittle children. Every age group, as 
far as these: can be assembled, should be 
taught intelligently and thoroughly. Not 
a single person in the Church should re- 
main unaequainted with the true principles 
of Christian Stewardship, according to the 
Scriptural meaning and its modern inter- 
pretation. 

The area which Stewardship covers is 
the area of Hfe as a whole. Accountabil- 
ity to God is written large in every phase 
of our being, in every contact and relation- 
ship of life, so that both from the im- 
pressional as well as from the expressional 
side of our life, Christian Stewardship may 
be prominently seen, 
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CHURCH 
motion and a passion that runs beyond 
duty, beyond righteousness, in quest of 


’ 


goodness,” and this links us to the eternal. 
secoming personal again Dr. Newton says, 
“There is another thing I know, as I know 
nothing else; both my moral sense and my 
religious nature find fulfillment in the life, 
personality, and character of Jesus, as no- 
where else.” Finally, “One other thing I 
know, too, beyond the shadow of doubt or 
cavil: soon or late I must obey the vision 
of moral power and spiritual beauty I have 
seen in Jesus: I can never be happy until 
I do.” And God gives us help to realize 
this quest. Dr. Newton tells us that these 
things he knows beyond a doubt and that 
on them he builds his faith, and building 
on these proved certainties the faith grows 
richer, vaster, reaching out into new truth 
day by day. It is something of the process 
related by Frederick W. Robertson in the 
famous address to the workingmen of 
Brighton, and in Dr. Newman Smyth’s 
helpful little volume: “Personal Creeds: 
Or How to Form a Working Theory of 
Life.” 

The remaining sermons, personal in na- 
ture, all confessional, follow upon these 
first established verities. They are as fol- 
lows: “Why We Believe; God Our Eternal 
Refuge; When God Is Near; The Crisis of 
Christ; The Return to the Altar; Religion 
in Public Affairs; Our Neighbor; The Next 
Step in Religion; When Christmas Comes; 
The Challenge of Lent; The Immortal 
Life.” 

“Why do we believe?” Because we can- 
not help it if we walk with Jesus, any 
more than those who walked with Him in 
Galilee could help it, any more than Paul 
could help after he had once caught the 
vision of Jesus. To walk with Jesus is 
to soon believe in God. This has been the 
universal experience from the apostles’ 
days to our own. It is the surest and the 
quickest way to find God. How do we 
know “God is our eternal Refuge”? Not 
because some one tells us so but because 
in our times of storm and stress everything 


Christian Stewardship sanctifies our wor- 
ship, our study of the Word of God, ere- 
ates humility and faith, and opens up our 
lives to God’s power and to the leadership 
of the spirit of Christ. 

How it would help us in our Church ac- 
tivity, whether it be the support of our 
pastors and congregations, the cause of 
evangelism and missions, the cause of 
Christian Education, the institutions car- 
ing for our aged ministers and their 
widows, the matter of leadership and voca- 
tional training for life service, or in the 
relationship in our homes and eivic life. 
Eyen the spiritualization of industry and 
business, the Christianization of patriotism 
and politics, the world relationship of 
Churches and nations, the conservation of 
human life through peace propaganda and 
the actual infilling of our life with the 
spirit of sacrifice and service, as Christ 
Himself has demonstrated, would then be 
more earnestly considered. In short, the 
public recognition of and the joyous re- 
sponse to the sovereign right of God over 
our life in toto, its powers and possibilities 
and the willingness and joy on the part of 
God’s people to place this life at His dis- 
posal that He may be glorified: that is 
Stewardship. 

Who could not subscribe to this program 
of Christian Stewardship which opens up 
to us, as nothing else, the wonderful val- 
ues and riches of our life, which has been 
saved and sanctified by Christ? 

Why should not every Chureh link up 
with other Churches and make this season 
a real advance for a better and richer, a 
more faithful and fruitful Christian life? 
Why not sign ourselves not only “Sincerely 
yours,” which means “sealed with wax,” 
but “Stewardshippingly yours,’ which 
means sealed with the spirit of love and 
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else has failed us and we have thrown our- 
selves upon Him and found our refuge. It 
is a certitude of experience and many of 
us have found it true, just as Dr. Newton 
has, when passing through chaos. I always 
remember what a great Englishman said 
to me, when, in 1916 the very world seem- 
ed rocking on its foundations. He said: 
“T looked all around and there was nothing 
left unshaken but God.” 


In the chapter “When God is Near,” Dr, 
Newton not only gives us his own expe- 
rience in reaching out after God and find- 
ing that when he really prayed, when he 
opened his soul and asked Him to come in, 
he found Him and found Him the truest 
thing in experience, but he wrote nine 
great men—a lawyer, a philosopher, a 
banker, a journalist, a business man, a 
judge, an engineer, a professor and a 
scientist, asking them when God seemed 
most real to them and what was it that 
oftenest brought Him near! These an- 
swers are intensely interesting—and very 
valuable, by the way. They are so differ- 
ent, each from the others that I cannot 
sum them up here. They are very beauti- 
ful, too, for Dr. Newton evidently wrote 
very great men. But they show conelusive- 
ly what Dr. Newton is contending, for all 
through his book, that faith rests on ex- 
perience ultimately, not on argument. Ar- 
gument may point us on the way but_real 
convictions, the things that cannot be 
shaken, the “I knows” are born out of ex- 
perience. And this experience is open to 
all who will seek. “These simple words 
from the hearts of strong men leave me 
haunted by the thought that God has all 
sorts of ways and means of making Him- 
self real to us. There are many paths in 
the land of the Spirit, and they all lead to 
one end if we follow them to the end, and 
that end is God.” Dr. Newton is right in 
believing that there is something of the 
mystic in all of us if only we could use 
the spiritual faculties God has given us. 


Frederick Lynch. 


loyalty, consecration and accountability to 
God, to Christ, to the Christian Chureh, 
and to human society in its widest expan- 
sion? 

When once the Reformed Church thinks 
and practices the principles of Christian 
Stewardship and enlarges SERVICE to 
STEWARDSHIP, we can get down to real 
work in marshaling and making operative 
the spiritual forces that are already ours 
and employing them full time, full foree 
for the establishment of God’s Kingdom 
in the hearts of men. 

J. M. G. Darms. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


During the past several years we have 
had a splendid inerease in the amount of 
money contributed through the Apportion- 
ment for the care of our aged and disabled 
ministers and widows. ol 

It afforded the Board great pleasure to 
be able to increase the amount of money 
given to these aged servants of our Church. 
But during the past year so many people — 
have been out of work, crop failures and 
business depression have cut down the 
benevolent offerings of so many congrega- 
tions that our income has been greatly 
reduced and as a result we must go care- 
fully over our lists and ask some of our 
least needy annuitants in the Relief De- 
partment to accept a reduction in the 
amount received for the coming year. 

If we have members in this department 
who can see their way clear to get along 
on $50 or $100 less in 1931, we trust they 
will write to us to that effect. This would 
show a fine spirit of sacrifice on the part 
of these members and greatly help us in 
our work. 


(Continued on page 23) 
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A CHURCH FOR THE TIMES 


How is the Church of Jesus Christ in America to meet 
the need of this year of grace 1931? In order to know our 
task we must understand what this baffling puzzle called 
modern American civilization really is. In a striking ad- 
dress at the recent Home Missions Congress in Washing- 
ton, Dr. C. Wallace Petty of Pittsburgh diagnosed the out- 
standing characteristics of our titanic social organism which 
is, at the same time, “‘the glory of the American one hund- 
red percenter and the dread of bankrupt Europe.” What 
shall we say about this organism that boasts of its eighty- 
story buildings, gloats of billion dollar fortunes, sings its 
praise of mass production, makes its prayers to a golden god 
called prosperity, and confers highest honors on those who 
have won their success in the open arena of grab and get? 
The three things which especially characterize our era, ac- 
cording to Dr. Petty, are an urban psychology, a mechan- 
ical technique, and a pagan philosophy. 

1. The old border line between city and country has been 
removed in a comparatively short time. Dr. Petty says, 
“Whether it be the inhabitants in a New England village 
or in a hamlet of Georgia that you observe, the attempt is 
made and with no small success, to behave as they do on 
Fifth Avenue, Michigan Boulevard, or Hollywood. The 
women’s attire reflects the city in everything from the shape 
of the hat to the length of the skirt. A new cosmetic is 
marketed in Boston one day and sold in South Deering a 
week later. A new song is sung on Broadway one night 
and is whistled on the streets in Kokomo, Indiana, the next 
morning. Notre Dame wins a football game in New York, 
and a forester, seated by his radio in a cabin in the Rockies, 
follows the strategy of Carideo play by play and shouts 
with the hordes in the metropolitan bowl when the winning 
points are scored: When the moving picture industry in- 
vaded the small towns and villages of America, they did 
not change the physical scenery but they altered the mental 
outlook, at least for the younger generation, and after all 
it is in their hands that the destiny of the future lies. The 
radio became an ally in the work of standardizing the Amer- 
ican mind. When Mr. Ford put the nation on wheels, he 
created a fortune for himself and a new problem for the 
Christian Church. And the serious aspect of this urbaniza- 
tion of our civilization inheres in the fact that it is the sor- 
did, selfish, and even sinister features of city life that have 


spread like a contagion through the land. This is to be 
lamented, but not to be ignored by the Church. Rural dis- 
tricts remain, but the agricultural, agrarian traditions are 
fast disappearing and it is largely an urban psychology 
which we have to deal with in the days ahead.” 

2. Perhaps it does not need much emphasis to show that 
the technique of our civilization is mechanical rather than 
human. The machine is with us to say. In itself it has 
nothing sinister about it. It produced our prosperity, says 
Dr. Petty, but it was not to blame for the fact that we re- 
fused to accept that prosperity as a responsibility to be hon- 
estly discharged for the common good and assumed rather 
that it was a piece of good luck to be exploited in the spirit 
of banditry and revelry. The machine gave America leis- 
ure. It was not to blame that we took our leisure as an 
opportunity to loaf and indulge our pleasure cravings rather 
than to use it in developing a finer type of American char- 
acter. The machine was largely responsible for raising the 
standards of living, but we have failed, at the same time, to 
raise the standards of life. “The machine is rich with the 
possibility of blessing. The problem of the machine is in 
its masters. What kind of a spirit will direct production 
in this mechanized age? Upon the answer to that ques- 
tion largely depends the destiny of industry.” 

3. Though thousands of fine folk in our country live on 
the high levels of Christian idealism, Dr. Petty says that 
our philosophy is largely pagan. A crude mammonism has 
had its sad effect and although the secular spirit challenges 
all religions and all peoples, here in our land the worship 
of mammon has been most profitable and consequently most 
disastrous. If the Cross was foolishness to the Greeks and 
a stumbling-block to the Jew, to the modern pagan it be- 
comes merely a trinket to be worn on a watch fob or to 
dangle on a gold chain about the neck of a thoughtless 
debutante. ‘For her there would be some excuse. She 
would belong to that generation that has been permitted to 
grow through childhood and adolescence, left in ignorance 
of the traditions of that faith that has made such a profound 
contribution toward keeping life sane and sweet in our 
Western world.” As Joad, the young British intellectual, 
says, “Today we reckon with the first generation in history 
that has no religion, and all because it has been taught 
none.” 

What makes American paganism more complicated than 
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the secularism of any other nation on earth is the develop- 
ment of a crime culture that can no longer be ignored. 
Crime culture roots in the underworld of the dope peddler, 
bootlegger and the gunman and has sent its slimy tendrils 
up through the whole lump of our social order. Like a 
deadly miasma it poisons the very atmosphere we breathe. 
On the screens of our theatres the underworld is flashed 
before curious eyes. With en adroit touch that is almost 
beyond detection the writer throws a romantic glamor over 
the job and slips a halo on the head of the gangster. The 
idiom and vocabularly of this crime culture is caught in the 
speech of men on the street and flaunted by our children. 
The dance steps that originated in the black and tan resorts 
of the slums emerge in the drawing rooms on the avenues. 
One does not have to be a prude to observe that, as a result 
of this slow decay which has fixed upon our social life, 
things are said among us commonly which a few years ago 
brought a hot protest to the lips and a hot blush to the 
cheeks. America has its cultured Christian homes, its high- 
minded men and sacrificing women, its idealistic youth and 
its innocent childhood. But the fact remains that we con- 
front a new type of civilization in America, an American 
product with an urban psychology, a mechanical technique, 
and a pagan philosophy. “Emerson said, ‘America is God’s 
last chance.” We reverse the order and say that God is 
America’s last chance.” If such a diagnosis is even approx- 
imately correct, who can doubt that the Church is facing 
“a man’s job” in America! Will we who have pledged our 
allegiance to that Church show that we mean business in 
1931? 


*f %* * 


TAKE HEED HOW YE READ 


Attendance at a recent pre-Christmas service in a metro- 
politan Church afforded a contrast which was, at least to 
us, strikingly suggestive. In the exceedingly well arranged 
Order of Worship there were two Scripture Lessons, one 
from the Old Testament (Isaiah 40:3-9), the other that 
well-loved and familiar New Testament account of the 
Wondrous Birth (Luke 2:8-15). 


There were two ministers in the pulpit, and to each was 
assigned one of these Scripture readings. The pastor who 
presented the prophetic utterance from Isaiah did not read 
it from the Book. He knew it word for word and repeated 
it from memory, with an insight into its meaning and a 
sense of its profound beauty and truth which obviously 
challenged the attention of the large congregation and ap- 
peared to impress them deeply. It made us wonder, as we 
have done before, why more ministers do not commit to 
memory the great passages of the Bible and repeat them 
without using the printed page, or at least learn to know 
these passages so thoroughly that they can read them intelli- 
gently and with the unction which comes only with an 
adequate knowledge of their meaning and significance. 


The other minister at this particular Church read the 
glowing story of St. Luke in a fashion utterly mechanical 
and uninspired. One would not have sensed that he felt 
deeply the glory and the mystery of it all or the sense of 
holy awe which should fill the soul of any man who ap- 
proaches it. No wonder some in the congregation ex- 
amined bulletins and hymn-books or engaged in surreptiti- 
ous conversation. We felt that a great opportunity was 
being missed—a thing of supreme tmnportance was being 
treated lightly. 


There is much to be said for that good old Lutheran 
custom of having the congregation stand during the read- 
ing of the Gospel Lesson. It at least serves to emphasize 
the grave import of that part of the hour of worship. But 
even if the people are permitted to remain seated, it would 
be a good resolution indeed for the New Year if all of us 
would determine before God to magnify as we have never 
done before the proper reading of the Holy Scriptures in 
the House of God. Perhaps a lot of folks would become 
interested in reading the Bible for themselves if its read- 
ing in the Churches were made less tedious and tiresome, 
less dull and unimpressive. 
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MAKING MEN THINK OF GOD 


The MESSENGER is happy in this first issue of the New 
Year to present greetings from the Presidents of the Gen- 
eral Synod and three District Synods, with their stirring 
summons to present day faith and duty. We hope they 
will be widely read and heeded. 

In considering our situation, we need to remember that 
we are facing no graver danger than that which comes 
from the presence of a defeatist spirit, especially among 
our spiritual leaders, and that moral cynicism is far more 
dangerous even than intellectual skepticism. The MESSEN- 
GER has frequently called attention to the patent fact that 
when a pastor is afflicted with a pessimistic outlook, the 
enterprises of his parish are at least partially paralyzed and 
a depressing influence extends in all directions like a cor- 
roding acid. In taking account of stock, as we enter upon 
the resporisibilities of a new year, we must be sure that we 
are neither minimizing our resources nor magnifying our 
difficulties. The perils of overconfidence are many, but at 
this particular period they are greatly overshadowed by the 
dangers of defeatism. 

We have just been reading an interview with the brilliant 
pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C., Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo, and many of the 
things he said are certainly worthy of our serious consider- 
ation. “The Christian religion is suffering today from a 
discipleship which has lost faith in its enterprise,” he claims. 
“Many of us are true to our tasks, never shrinking, never 
shirking, and standing face forward; but we go on our 
way with the attitude, ‘We who are about to die salute you.” 


Books on religion today turn on such subjects as, “The . 


Waning of Worship’, “The Passing of Piety’, “The Decay 
of Devotion’, ‘The Eclipse of Spirituality’. The cynicism 
which has drenched the modern world has crippled nothing 
so severely as religion, and nothing in religion so desperately 
as its prophets. Here and there you will find a man who 
stands unashamed and unafraid, radiant with the dawn; 
but such spirits are rare, like islands in a sea of indiffer- 
ence.” 

“In the world of material things the lamps are going out. 
The torch of prosperity is sputtering and flickering, All 
the world is feeling the grip of economic want. The high 
waves of reckless spending have been broken upon the hid- 
den rocks of adversity. Many once rich are now in desper- 
ate straits. Perhaps this darkening of prosperity is long 
overdue just to bring back a sense of sobriety to the peoples 
of the earth. At any rate, the lights are not shining so 
brightly on the world’s main street.” 


“The lamps are going out, too, in the intellectual world. 
Much of modern writing is only a crude display of tabloid 
themes, gloomy tales of smutted living, soiled tempers inter- 
woven with so-called psycho-analysis and tossed off for 
literature.” 


“Again, the lamps are going out in the world of moral 
ideals, There is something disquieting about our lack of 
courage in maintaining ethical standards. It is not the 
mood of today to stand by lofty ethical convictions. It is 
as ludicrous as it is tragic to see men who once maintained 
high ethical ideals for the nation suddenly catapult to op- 


posite extremes. We go about today, not fighting for high 


ventures in morals, but apologizing for them. We seem to 
be losing our moral courage and breeding a race of moral 
racketeers.” 


“So also the lamps are going out in the world of spiritual 
values. We are content to interpret life in terms of things. 
Our temper is not that of trustfulness but of skepticism. 
Many have so worshiped the golden calf of power and 
money and material resources that their religion turns on 
horn and hoof. One-third of the population of the modern 
world is called Christian—and yet how few mean business 
with it. When a man lives by faith in God up to the hilt, 
no temptation can imperil him, no experience can impeach 
him. But how little there is of that today! How can the 
lost radiance of the early Church be restored? The romance 
of the Christian ministry lies in the glory of an unfailing 


gospel. Jesus of Nazareth is the Redeemer of the world. _ 
His Gospel is a Gospel of reconciliation. Whatever else — 


a 
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men may think of Him, He is never understood until they 
see Him as a Saviour. 

“Once more the Christ of the ages calls us to 
new loyalties. When Phillips Brooks was elevated to a 
Bishopric, the whole ‘city of Boston extended to him con- 
gratulations upon the deserved honor. Among the many 
letters that came to him there was one which he valued 
above all others. It was from a tailor who worked in his 
little shop near the Church which Dr. Brooks made famous 
throughout the world, and this was the letter: ‘Dear Dr. 
Brooks: I am a tailor in a little shop near your Church. 
Whenever I have the opportunity I always go to hear you 
preach. Each time I hear you I seem to forget all about 
you, for you make me think of God’ 

“I had rather carry the memory and message of that 
tribute to Kingdom Come than all the bags of gold you can 
drag through the streets of a big city. There lies the radi- 
ance of discipleship and the romance of our ministry.” 

Only a radiant, contagious faith can relight the lamps 
which have been going out all around us. When men come 
into the presence of a pervasive, conquering faith like that, 
it naturally make them think of God. Before people really 
know Him well enough to love and serve Him, they must 
be made to think of Him. And the most faithful and suc- 
cessful spiritual leaders are those who by their life and 
testimony make others think of God. 

* * * 


LEADERSHIP OF THE MINISTERS’ FUND 


Many of our Reformed Church ministers are directly in- 
terested in the remarkable career of the late Dr. Perry S. 
Allen, who, for the last thirty-five years, was President of 
the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund, and under whose able 
leadership the Fund became a financial haven for large 
numbers of ministers of all denominations. Dr, Allen was 
an active pastor until he was well over forty years of age 
and in spite of the impracticability and ungrounded 
idealism which pastoral experience is popularly supposed to 
develop, he proved his business capacity by his direction 
of the Fund. During his administration it grew from a 
very modest and financially precarious institution, confined 
in its service to the Presbyterian clergy, to a great company 
on a sound financial and actuarial basis, offering insurance 
on attractive terms to ministers of all the evangelical 
Churches. Many in our own fellowship have shared in the 
great benefits thus provided. 

It is said that, in looking about for a successor to Dr. 
Allen, the lay members of the Board of Directors of the 
Fund favor the appointment of a layman. In our judg- 

nent this would be a serious mistake. All of the income 
from the Fund is derived from ministers. Its future suc- 
cess will depend not only upon their confidence but, in an 
equal measure, upon the continuance of vital contacts with 
the clergy which Dr. Allen always successfully maintained. 
Needless to say, no man can do this so effectively as a min- 
ister. Just because this is uniquely a Ministers’ Fund, we 
believe the ministers will particularly appreciate the con- 
tinued confidence of the Board in ministerial leadership. 
It will also be an added tribute to the great leadership of 
Dr. Allen. Encouraging though the growth of the Fund 
has been, if the right minister is appointed to its leadership, 
a man who knows the minds of his fellows, the next twenty- 
five years will show as great an advance as the last, for the 
field is far from exhausted. Millions of dollars of insur- 
ance are taken every year by ministers who do not know 
the advantages of the Fund. Under a wise and aggres- 
sive leadership these potential resources can be tapped. The 
man who can do this must, however, have easy access to 
the ministerial mind and command the confidence and en- 
joy the friendship of the leaders of all the Churches. We 
hope this statesmanlike policy will be continued. 

* * * 


FORWARD MARCH! 


“The days of greatest missionary activity are still ahead. 
The nations are awakening from the sleep of the centuries 
and are asking for a hearing at the bar of the Christian 
world’s conscience. There is a new India, a new China, a 
new Japan, a new Africa, a new world—and to its under- 
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standing we need the help of the Lord. The work of 
world-wide missions is so big and so varied that it naturally 
baffles the human mind. There is nothing more challeng- 
ing to faith than the progress of the Christian religion in 
the life of humanity.” 

Who issues this trumpet-call as we enter a new year? 
None other than our great young leader, Dr. Allen R. 
Bartholomew. Thank God for such men of faith as he, 
who “march breast-forward, never doubting clouds will 
break, hold that we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 
sleep to wake.” We do well to keep in step with those who 
are not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 


* * 


A BACKWARD STEP 


A few weeks ago, under the title, The Next Step, the 
MESSENGER ventured to express the hope that our Com- 
mission on Closer Relations would speedily submit to the 
Classes of our Church a Plan of Union with the Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America. This was in accord with 
the recommendation of the Commission itself, and we be- 
lieved it was also the earnest wish of the overwhelming 
majority of our pastors and people. The reaction to our 
editorial convinced us of the enthusiastic interest of men 
and women in all sections of our Church in the proposal. 

It now appears, however, that the next step taken by the 
Commission is a decided step backward. The preparation 
of a new plan with the Evangelical Synod is to be tabled, 
we understand, at least until the next meeting of General 
Synod in 1932. Although we have not as yet been favored 
with an official report or explanation of this decision, we 
are told it was agreed to amicably by representatives of the 
Evangelical Synod, and so the whole case lies on the table 
in a state of statu quo, if not in a comatose condition. 

We must confess for ourselves that we are disappointed 
and somewhat disheartened by this action. “Hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick’”—and we cannot help feeling that 
the most practicable and feasible project for Church Union 
which has come before the Reformed Church in the U. S. 
in this generation has thus been shelved, at least temporar- 
ily. Wecan only hope that our good friends in the Evan- 
gelical Synod will not grow tired of waiting or suspicious 
of our good intentions by reason of the delay. In a later 
issue we propose to discuss this action and the underlying 
reason for it more in detail. Meanwhile it will suffice to 
say that we are convinced that a popular, feasible and de- 
sirable movement has been side-tracked in order to give 
the right of way to a proposal infinitely more difficult and 


less likely to succeed. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD OLD TIMES 


I am a man of Peace, but one of my Priceless Posses- 
sions is a Sword. For the name that I bear was borne 
before me by a brave man, who carried that Sword and 
fought beside George Washington. And it came to pass 
once upon a time that my Great-grandfather unhorsed a 
Red-coated officer, and swam the Hudson River with that 
red sword in his teeth. And he bore that Sword unsullied 
till this Nation of ours was Free. And I, who am a Mili- 
tant Pacifist, hold that Sword in High Honor. 

Now this ancestor of mine went to his reward fourscore 
and sixteen years ago, full of years and honors, and as men 
had trusted and women had loved him while he lived, so 
did they reverence his memory after he was dead. And 
there is a Little Book about him and certain other Revolu- 
tionary Heroes that was written in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand and eight hundred and thirty and nine, after 
that he had been dead about three years. And this Little 
Book, which was written by an Admiring Puritan Lady, 
doth relate how it was the Custom of Lafayette when he 
visited this Country to salute every Pretty Girl who was 
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introduced to him, and how all the girls were proud of the 
spot upon their cheek that the lips of Lafayette had touched, 
and that this pleasant and beautiful custom of giving at- 
tractive young ladies something happy to remember was 
quite generally participated in by Revolutionary Heroes. 
And she doth tell in the book how certain Young Ladies 
who still were young at the time she wrote the Little Book 
remembered with Pride their introduction to this Brave 
Ancestor of mine, and about his Gracious and Innocent 
Gallantries. 

And the good Puritan lady, writing as she wrote some- 
what more than Ninety Years Ago, did write large about 
this Beautiful Custom of the Old Revolutionary Heroes, 
and said, in her Little Book, But while this was a Most In- 
nocent and Delightful Custom, the World hath now grown 
so Very Wicked that it is better that all such customs should 
be abandoned. 

And I have an idea that my Great-grandfather, if he 
could read that, would be glad that he lived before the 
world got so wicked. 
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And I meditated much upon the Habit which this old 
world doth have of growing Very Wicked about once in so 
often, And I have discovered that the time it doth grow 
wicked is when a Generation that is growing old beholdeth 
the next Generation doing the things which it hath been 
accustomed to do and hath enjoyed. 


For it is one of the characteristics of humanity to suppose 
that the Generation that hath now grown to years of Ex- 
perience, though not necessarily years of Wisdom, shall be 
Shocked when the Rising Generation holdeth up to its 
face in its Own Behavior the Mirror that doth display unto 
the older Generation the way in which it once behaved. 


Now I have no Memory of the Good Old Times, being 
myself Incurably Young, but I remember Times that were 
older than these of today. And I have inquired of myself, 
When doth a man or a Woman grow old? And the answer 
that I have discovered is that a man or a woman doth grow 
old when he or she is thoroughly convinced that the World 
hath Grown Very Wicked since he or she was Young. 


The Need of the Hour 


A New Year Message from the REv. CHarLes E. ScuaerFer, D. D., President of the General Synod 


Even the most optimistic amongst us can- 
not be blind to the serious situation in 
which the world finds itself at the close of 
the year 1930 and the opening of the new 
year of grace. The Church, with all other 
institutions, is sharing this feeling of de- 
pression. Not for many years have we 
passed through a year which has so tried 
men’s souls and tested their faith and 
fortitude. As Christians, however, it be- 
hooves us to live in hope for a better to- 
morrow. It seems there are certain very 
clearly defined needs which the Church of 
Jesus Christ and the Reformed Church in 
particular must promptly meet. 

First—Recovery from the slump. There 
must certainly be a change from the pres- 
ent situation. in the near future. Our ciy- 
ilization cannot long endure the present in- 


an alert, forward-looking Consistory will 
see to it that the benevolences are raised 
early in the year. This will defend us 
against a recurring slump in the new year-_ 

Second—Co-operation in our tasks, We 
must make a fresh appraisal of our mis- 
sion and get a new sense of our task. Too 
many of our people have no adequate idea 
of what the real task of the Chureh is. 
They are too self-centered, too worldly- 
minded to think the issue through for 
themselves. There is need for a great 
awakening in the Church. We must have 
better attendance, a deeper spirit of wor- 
ship, larger giving, stronger convictions 
and a finer spirit of co-operation. Some 
serious questions will press for solution 
during this coming year, the principal one 
of which is the matter of Church union. 


dustrial and economic strain. Something 
must give way. Economists, legislators 
and others have spoken but without ap- 
parent avail. The Church must face the 
issue frankly and seek to apply the remedy 
which it has at hand. The causes of peri- 
odie depression lie mainly in the unChris- 
tian motives and principles which have so 
largely dominated society in recent years. 
Only the principles of Jesus Christ applied 
to every day life can produce better tem- 
poral and social conditions, and it behooves 
the Church to make these principles clear 
and inspire men and women to apply the 
same in their relations with each other. 
The industrial depression has produced 
a financial.slump in our own denomination. 
The Boards and other agencies of the 
Church find themselves seriously embar- 
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rassed by the failure of the Church at 
large to come up to its previous level of 


giving. Such a slump must not happen 
again. Too many of our congregations al- 


lowed the Lenten and Haster season of 
last year to go by without capitalizing the 
same to raise their benevolences. We have 
learned bitterly from our experience this 
past year. Suppose a congregation should 
determine to raise the bulk of its benevol- 
ence during this coming Lenten and Easter 
season. Jt can then breathe more freely 
as the end of the year approaches and it 
could then direct its efforts towards com- 
pleting its own local budget as in former 
years. It is a very short-sighted policy to 
postpone the raising of benevolences until 
the end of the year. A wise pastor and 


Our Church is by no means of one mind on 
this. In our zeal for prospective union 
we must guard against possible division in 
our own ranks. We may not now all think 
alike but when the time for action comes 
we should be in a state of mind to act 
alike. Consequently there should be much 
study and prayer, frequent exchange of 
views and thorough clarifying of our atti- 
tude. Our people need constant informa- 
tion so that they may act intelligently on 
the issues that come before them. Above 
all we need the spirit of Christ to control 
and constrain us in the carrying forward 
of the common task which has been com- 
mitted to us. Thus, working in the spirit 
of Christ and for the sake of Christ, we 
may do the work of Christ during this new 
year. 


A New Year’s Greeting from the President of Eastern Synod 


As we pass over the threshold of a new 
year, it is well that we take account of 
our resources. Future days will be like 
unto a householder “who bringeth forth 
out of his treasure things new and old.” 
New experiences await the individual 
which however are very old in the expe- 
rience of the race. New tasks and trials 
are in store for each member of the Church, 
which have been of old and which were 
encountered by our fathers before us. New 
to you and me, as we meet them for the 
first time; new, like the social problems of 
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today which confront a sensitive Christian 
conscience; new only in form and name, 
but old in substance and reality. And thus 
the New Year is new only in name. We 
may enter it burdened with ancient sins 
and prejudices, and behold! it is like unto 
that which was before. 

My greeting then is this: Let us rejoice 
and be glad as we examine our spiritual 
treasure and remember that we have 
“things new.” In a day when science con- 
stantly startles the eye and ear with that 
which new inventions have wrought; when 


the insatiable love for fresh thrills and 
novel experiences drives people with fey- 
erish rush from one place to another—in 
this day, is it not well to remember that 
that alone is new which is abidingly and 
creatively new, “which age cannot wither 
nor custom stale.” And this is the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the new life 
of righteousness, peace and joy which it 
inspires. By this gift we are able to “look 
for a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” By this power 
we are able to accomplish the works of— 
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faith and labors of love in the patience 
of hope. 


May we have grace in the beginning of 
this year and throughout the year to place 
first things first. “In the beginning God.” 
May the preacher resist the temptation to 
be entertaining and novel. There is noth- 
ing “new” in the forced and superficial 
“originality” which specializes in queer 
texts and bizarre treatment of inconse- 
quential themes. What is new is the re- 
demptive love of God. Let us proclaim 
it in all its breadth and length and height 
and depth—yea, with all its implications— 
and spare not. 

May those who teach in our Sunday 
Schools and those who prepare our lesson 
helps emphasize the great fundamental 
truths of the Gospel. It were well if more 
place were given to the text and stories of 
the Bible. There is such a thing as over- 
doing human interest and detailed appli- 
cations of the lesson. In some Sunday 
School literature nature study and secular 
stories crowd out scriptural material al- 
most completely. 
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The President of the Eastern Synod 


Keonomic depression has brought want 
and suffering to many. It may be that its 
ill effects will remain longer than we an- 
ticipate. Christian charity must undergird 
all relief measures that they may be wise 
and effective. Christian statesmen, busi 
nessmen and economists must pool re- 
sources in the endeavor to create a juster 
and more stable economic order in which 
the fluctuating conditions of prosperity and 
depression will be avoided and the necessi 
ties of life be within the reach of all. 
Unusual opportunities for pastoral work 
present themselves now in the time of 
man’s want. The idols of the market-place 
are now seen to have feet of clay and 
many are seeking the things which cannot 
be shaken. 


As with renewed confidence and devo- 
tion we lay hold on our spiritual resources, 
we can with certainty face the tasks ‘of 
tomorrow. A spiritually quickened Church, 
conscious of its all-sufficient possessions, 
will not fail in the tests of service and 
stewardship. 


Reading, Pa. 


Power for the New Year 


A Message from the President of the 


Greetings to the families and individual 
members of our Churches! As we enter 
the portals of the new year, we naturally 
pause and take inventory not only of ma- 
terial but more especially of our spiritual 
resources. We review the experiences of 
the past year only to assist us in achiey- 
ing more worthy aims in the future. 

Resolutions sincerely made and earnest- 
ly achieved are the stepping-stones to our 
nobler selves and the expression of that 
dynamic power that shall raise the earth 
nearer to the feet of God. The New Year 
presents a challenge and inspiration for 
such thought and action as no other season 
can, 

We covet for each a consciousness that 
God hath appointed you: 


1. To know His will, and then to mani- 
fest the grace and courage to do it. The 
will of God, beneath and beyond His mind 
and heart, you are urged to know and in- 
earnate in your life. This is the rectifier 
and only infallible guide to your con- 
science, 

2. To see the righteous One and be trans- 


—— 


The President of the Synod of the Potomac 


formed from glory to glory. You can offer 
no greater petition than, “Lord, that we 
may receive our spiritual sight,’ and you 
can have no greater privilege than to share 
the life of God as portrayed in Christ. 

3. To hear His voice and gladly follow 
on. God more real in our lives and our 
fellowship with Him sweeter as the years 


Synod of the Potomac, JOHN H. KELLER 


go by—this and this alone makes us truly 
rich. Aeneas,-in a most trying hour of his 
life, was urged only to “go on.” Columbus, 
ridiculed and apparently defeated, kept 
saying, “Sail on, sail on!” Paul was di- 
rected to “go on to Damascus.” 

So check in all unnecessary baggage and 
check off every thought and desire con- 
trary to God’s will. Then with our mind’s 
eye fixed upon the great realities of the 
Kingdom, let us hear the glorious chal- 
lenge of today and answer, “By Thy grace, 
we will!” 

Some things are out of joint; but what 
are we doing to rejoin them in this our 
day? The foundations have been well laid. 
Much good, faithful labor has been placed 
thereon, Let us thank God for the priv- 
ilege of living and laboring in these glor- 
ious times (critical and serious, as life’s 
privileges always are), dedicating ourselves 
to the ever-unfinished task in such a way 
that we may render a good account of our 
stewardship in the coming years. And 
may God keep and empower you, each one! 


China Grove, N. C. 


The Glory of the Church 


A New Year's Message from the Rev. Paut J. Dunpore, Pu. D., President of the Pittsburgh Synod 


In these latter days the family, the 
State, and the Church have been thrown 
into the crucible and have been tried by 
fire. There are voices declaring that the 
family as hitherto existing is a fountain 
of overflowing plagues and curses and is 
to be superseded by something better; that 
the State is an institution of injustice and 
oppression to be thrown on the scrap heap 
of worn out institutions. In an age so 
radical, it is not surprising that the 
Church should be serutinized with hostile 
eyes and be classed by some as a survival 
of a waning superstition or as an obstacle 
to progress. Many magazine articles take 
this position. 

But such adverse criticism of the family, 
State and Church is not peculiar to this 
day and age. These institutions always 
were the objects of criticism. In ancient 
Athens the family was broken up and the 
State was assigned the task of rearing 
children. The State underwent constant 
changes and those changes witnessed forms 
of government known by such names as 
monarchy, anarchy, democracy, Socialism, 
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Communism, and Sovietism. The Church 
also experienced changes, but of the three 
institutions the Church has suffered least 
from the violent attacks of its avowed 
enemies. 

The Church shall always remain the sane- 
tuary for the worship of God. Its work 
and manner of worship will change in the 
future as it did in the past but no critie 
will be able to mar her glory or defeat her 


mission. When the king of France want- 
ed to drive Protestantism out of his realm, 
Theodore Beza declared to the king, “Sir, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is an anvil that 
has worn out many a hammer.” The gates 
of hell shall not prevail against the Church. 

The outstanding glory of the Church is 
seen in the life of her Founder. The 
Church is spoken of as the bride of Christ. 
No one questions the love of Christ for 
His bride, the Chureh. For her He left 
the bosom of the Father and became flesh. 
Christ loves the Chureh as the bridegroom 
his bride. Love thrilled in His 
bosom and glistened in His eyes. Thoughts 
of love nestled in His heart; words of love 
lingered on His lips; deeds of love flowed 
from His heart; and His steps left behind 
the impress of His love. Jesus died for 
the Chureh. Such a saerifice on the part 
of the Head and Founder of the Chureh 
makes the Church truly glorious. 

Then the followers of Christ continue to 
make the Church glorious. Perhaps the 
organization of the Church as at present 
constituted is her outstanding weakness. A 
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recent author informs us that at present 
there are 191 Protestant Churehes in our 
country. The efforts being put forth for 
Chureh unity are praiseworthy and the 
success of these efforts will add to the 
glory of the Church. Our prayers for the 
coming year should include the unity of 
the Church. 

We rejoice that the membership of the 
Chureh inereases more rapidly than the 
population of our country. In 1890 the 
Church membership was 34% of the popu- 
lation and in 1922 it was 45%. The popu- 
lation did not have a corresponding rate 
of increase. As a denomination we should 
contribute more towards the increase of 
the membership of the Christian Church. 
This should be one of our foremost aims 
during the coming year. Increased mem- 
bership brings added glory to the Church. 

In these latter days we are often con- 
fronted with the problem of youth in rela- 
tion to the Church. But our colleges and 
universities, where young men and women 
are in training for positions of future lead- 
ership, bring us some heartening news. 
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Reports from 54 colleges indicate that 77% 
of the students are members of some 
Church, In denominational schools the per- 
centage was 86.7. The other year in one 
of our Church colleges out of an enrollment 
of 368 students only 4 were not members 
of some Church. Surely the Church is not 
without glory so long as youth finds help, 
strength, wisdom, and guidance in the 
sanctuary. 

The erime wave of the present day is a 
dark blot in our national life. But the 
Church exercises her leavening influence 
and is the one agency that can keep so- 
ciety from moral shipwreck. It is the 
main bulwark against crime today. A 
former police commissioner of New York 
City declared that if the Churches of the 
city were to close their doors, there would 
not be enough constables in the United 
States to keep the peace for 24 hours. 

As regards charity the Church inspires 
men and women to support and maintain 
charitable institutions. Our hospitals, or- 
phanages, homes for the aged, asylums and 
kindred institutions are related as closely 
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to the Church as the apple is to the tree. 
Of the large army of social workers 90% 
are members of the Church. 


In heathen lands the glory of the 
Church is manifest. The sun never sets 
on our missionary stations. The Church 
of Jesus Christ is winning new conquests 
daily and a new creation is taking place 
as souls are being changed from glory into 
glory. Surely this is no time for despair. 
The conquests of yesterday should arm us 
with renewed confidence for the victories 
which we hope will crown our efforts dur- 
ing this coming year. 


Christ is the bridegroom and the Church 
is the bride. He longs that His bride, the 
Church, should be presented to Himself 
glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish. It behooves us to 
give ourselves whole-heartedly to this task 
during this coming year. The Church will 
become glorious in the measure that we 
glorify it by our consistent Christian lives. 


Greenville, Pa. 


English Churches I Like 


A little over 100 years ago Washington 
Irving published an article on Westminster 
Abbey, in the course of Which he re- 
marked: 

“T passed some time in Poets’ Corner, 
which occupies an end of one of the tran- 
septs or cross aisles of the Abbey. The 
monuments are generally simple; for the 
lives of literary men afford no striking 
themes for the sculptor. Notwithstanding 
the simplicity of these memorials, I have 
always observed that the visitors to the 
Abbey remain longest about them. <A 
kinder and fonder feeling takes place of 
that eold curiosity or vague admiration 
with which they gaze on the splendid mon- 
uments of the great and the heroic. They 
linger about these as about the tombs of 
friends and companions.” 


By Cart J. WEBER 
I. Westminster Abbey 


What was true a century ago is still 
true today. Visitors to Westminster Abbey 
still remain longest in the Poets’ Corner. 
They still linger near the graves of 
Browning and Tennyson, of Chaucer 
and Spenser, or of Dickens and 
Thomas Hardy. They still pause near 
the statues of Longfellow and of 
Wordsworth, of Burns and of Shakes- 
peare. That corner of the famous Abbey 
is never deserted. From all part of the 
earth come people to find here the names 
of old friends. 

I have sometimes thought, however, that 
it would be well if visitors to England 
would not all try to get into the Abbey 
at the same time! There are so many other 
interesting Churches on this wonderful is- 
land, and so many of them are little vis- 


ited! In the hope of calling some of these 
to the attention of future visitors, I pro- 
pose in this brief series of notes to list 
half a score or so of Churches away from 
London. A varied list it will be —some 
large and some small, some in ruin or 
decay and some in good repair. But all of 
them are of interest, and for the same rea- 
son that the Poets’ Corner is of interest: 
because (in the words of Washington Irv- 
ing) “there is something of companionship 
between the author and the reader. Other 
men are known to posterity only through 
the medium of history, which is continual- 
ly growing faint and obscure; but the 
intercourse between the author and his 
fellowmen is ever new and active and 
immediate.” 


The Recovery of Worship 


(Those able and willing to think, will find this a most rewarding presentation of a great theme which may well engege 


Tf men of the modern, industrial, seien- 
tific age should on a large scale regain a 
consciousness of God, and thus recover the 
authentic ground of religion, the recovery 
of worship would almost certainly follow; 
and nothing save the most radical repudia- 
tion of every phase of contemporary hu- 
manistie progress could prevent a religious 
awakening from expressing itself in ways 
of a new devising. 

The refined reason of man, having de- 
veloped so subtle an interpretation of ‘“nat- 
ural’ phenomena as has become the com- 
mon heritage of all who are intellectually 
alive, will, as time goes on, devote itself 
with equal subtlety to an interpretation of 
spiritual experience. As a result, the 
progress of worship will be marked, as 
has been the progress of science, by an 
increase in scope and maturity. 


The forms, therefore, through which a 


couvineed religiousness will seek in the 
future for transference to the world of 


sensory impression, will undoubtedly un- 
dergo a process of alteration no less 
drastic than has undergone man’s concep- 
tion of events in space-time. 

Religion, today and in days to come, 
must project itself concretely through such 


our thought at the year's beginning) 


By DwicuT BRADLEY 


symbols as are intelligible to the mind and 
luminous to the understanding of a race 
which is learning to employ its reason, 
through scientific analysis, upon the task 
of unraveling the mysteries of a spatio- 
temporal universe. The worship of con- 
temporary and future men cannot ignore 
the discoveries made in physies, chemistry, 
astronomy, biology, psychology, history 
and sociology; and as those sciences con- 
tinue to advance, man’s worship must ad- 
vance with them. For worship, to-be valid, 
depends for its structure upon the concep- 
tions of spatio-temporal reality which are 
current at any given time. When worship 
endeavors to employ terms and symbols of 
which the meaning is obscure or the pat- 
tern obsolete, it ceases to be worship and 
becomes, instead, merely the yeneration of 
tradition. 

While, therefore, the essential meaning 
of the Christian symbols remains intact, 
their representative value has in a large 
measure departed. Far from acting as a 
natural expression of mystical awareness, 
they stand in general esteem for a vener- 
able and sacrosanct custom. Their em- 
ployment is, on the whole, rather formal 
than spontaneous. They speak for detach- 


ment and a backward look instead of for 
integration and a forthright vision. While, 
during the period of their potency, they 
served to unite man’s mysticism with the 
practical conduet of life in the physical 
world, they tend now to supplant true mys- 
ticism and to draw men for short periods 
away from the stress and complexity of 
modern civilization, The serenity that they 
induce and the peace that they supply ;are 
the serenity and peace of a restful haven, 
and not the peace and serenity of a life 
that is so thoroughly unified that it ean 
sail the high seas without disturbanee or 
any fear. 

What is more, the old religious symbols, 
whether Christian or those of any other 
faith, encourage men to distrust and even 
to despise contemporary civilization; 
whereas a truly majestic and radiant wor- 
ship would cause men to enter contempo- 
rary civilization and transform it into a 
marvelous Culture! 

Beyond peradventure it is true that 
every religious system that has persisted 
into the present, belongs to a phase of hu- 
man development which the progressive re- 
finement of man’s reason must declare, — 
without qualification, to have fulfilled, its” ‘ 
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destiny and to have completed its task. 

If men are to live and work with faith 
and courage in the environment of con- 
temporary society, they must do so know- 
ing that God is with them and that reli- 
gion is essentially as much at home in 
modern civilization as it was in the tents 
of Abraham, the temples and market-places 
of Jerusalem, the cathedrals and thorough- 
fares of Rome, and the Churches and small 
shops of Central Europe and England. 
They must know that worship can use the 
symbols of modernity with at least as sat- 
isfactory a result as it could the represen- 
tations of those who dwelt in the ages of 
a hoary past, 

It is a pitiful mistake to associate man’s 
worshipful capacity too closely with rever- 
ence for things which have become satur- 
ated with antiquity. To do so is to con- 
fuse religion with ancientism and to con- 
found worship with nostalgia. The ap- 
peal to past times for religious sanctions 
may be tantamount to denial of man’s ca- 
pacity to make progress in spiritual de- 
velopment. 

Let it be understood, however, that the 
cavalier neglect of tradition and the sum- 
mary dismissal of all things which ante- 
date our own time is the sign of an im- 
mature naivete. 

He who has achieved wisdom, and whose 
critical and creative reason is refined, will 
balance the old against the new in order 
that he may determine with judgment what 
should be abandoned and what should be 
retained. Certain elements in past Cul- 
tures possess an obvious survival value; 
as to certain other elements there arise 
questions; while the residue of tradition 
ean be dispensed with to the advantage 
of all mankind. 

In surveying, therefore, the possibilities 
of development along the lines of valid 
worship, one should be prepared to esti- 
mate the values for survival that inhere 
to the Christian formulas. 

Basing our analysis upon an understand- 
ing of essential meanings, we may assert 
that the underlying significance and pur- 
pose of Christian symbolism may be appre- 
ciated by the whole race of men in what- 
soever time or space they may live. 

Their significance and purpose is that 
of media through which men who are spir- 
itually aware of God may integrate their 
experience in the two poles of spiritual and 
sensory impression, and thus escape the 
duality of existence, reaching into a 
process of life wherein they may persist 
even past physical death in a continuity 
of organic growth. 

To put the matter somewhat more sim- 
ply, the aim of Christianity has been to 
provide men with a way to live with God, 
with themselves, and with each other in 
the most satisfactory and constructive 
fashion, and to do so under all possible or 
conceivable circumstances. 

Christian worship is a technique devised 
to unite mysticism with the practical con- 
duct of life. 

This, however, is equally true of Jewish, 
Moslem, Hindu, Buddhist, and every other 
system of worship. All worship that is 
valid must serve as an effective technique 
for the integration of mystical and sen- 
sory experience issuing in the creation of 
a well-rounded individual. 

Were it possible to envisage a contem- 
porary situation wherein traditional Chris- 
tian worship should be able effectively to 
serve such an integrating purpose, one 
would be inclined to lend his effort to the 
rehabilitation of its forms. Such an envis- 
agement is, however, scarcely possible. 
Traditional Christianity, while containing 
intrinsically every element of valid wor- 
ship, has not the contact with man’s de- 
veloped understanding which is essential 
if its forms are to be effectively employed. 

In purpose and in spiritual quality the 
Christian system possesses an undoubtable 
survival value; but in form and mode it 
cannot cope with the contemporary situa- 
tion. The soul of Christianity is immortal. 
Its body, however, is subject to decay. 
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It is well-nigh fruitless, then, to devote 
one’s energy to the attempted restoration 
of a system that has played its magnificent 
part and which has served its day. More 
rewarding will be an attempt to carry on, 
if possible, into the scientific and indus- 
trial era, that gravity of meaning, that 
luminousness of content, which charaeter- 
ized the worship of men in all past times 
when religion was great and when man’s 
spiritual experience was to him of equal 
importance with his physical life. 

In what explicit forms a reawakened 
religiousness will express itself, and by 
what symbols it will seek to integrate 
man’s experience, no one is yet in a posi- 
tion authoritatively to declare, 


A NEW YEAR PRAYER 


Thy blessing grant, O Lord, we pray, 
Upon the opening year, 

As we begin the new-made way 
Unto our souls draw near. 


As Thou hast led us hitherto, 
Sure Thou wilt lead us still; 
And we may go this doorway 
through, 
Not fearing aught of ill. 


Remember, Lord, the way is strange, 
To us an unknown road; 
With here a turn and there a 
change, 
Where we have never trod, 


We do not ask, O Lord, to see 
The path with our poor eyes; 

We crave but this, O Lord, that we 
May trust Thy guiding wise. 


To guide us through the coming year 
As through the year that’s past, 

We cry with joy, the Lord is here, 
His mercy still doth last! 


Anne D. Walker, in 
“Presbyterian Advance.” 


Since public worship is an objectively 
social vocation, its formulations depend 
upon the mutual desire and shared judg- 
ments of all who engage in it. As has 
often been pointed out, no one ean satis- 
factorily worship alone, but must do so in 
company with others who are at least po- 
tentially and conceivably present with him. 
Wherefore, those new symbols that may in 
future be employed must follow the wide- 
spread recovery of authentic religious ex- 
perience, and await the jointly prosecuted 
endeavor of men in large numbers and of 
many lands to find the most coherent media 
for the expression of their awareness of 
God. 

It is not possible, however, to forecast 
in general outline what are likely to be 
the elements of a worship which seeks to 
associate itself with the spirit of scientific 
progress. 

Such a worship will, of necessity, in the 
first place reformulate in words those con- 
ceptions of spiritual Reality which scien- 
tifically educated and habituated men have 
on the whole come to accept. Such a re- 
formulation will depend for its character 
upon the research of scientists, the insight 
of poets, the profundity of philosophers, 
and the common sense of mankind. It will 
comprise the surest of empirical discovery, 
the most exalted of poetie inspiration, the 
wisest of philosophical counsel and the 
most trenchant of popular thought. By 
general consent it will gradually replace all 
preceding formulas, as in their turn all 
preceding formulas supplanted those which 
preceded them clear back to the beginning 
of human thought and the rise of human 
speech. 

Such a worship will, in the second place, 
readapt whatever inherited symbols that 
may continue to make an appeal, and will 
erect whatever new symbols that may seem 
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naturally to be fit media for religious 
expression. In the retention of old sym 
bols there will be no sense of obligation, 
nor any feeling that they should be re- 
tained for tradition’s sake; but their re- 
tention will be due to the fact that they 
are adequate representations, even under 
the changed conditions, of man’s spiritual 
awareness, As Christianity took over the 
cross and baptism (to say nothing of the 
many other symbols that it appropriated) 
from previous religious usage, so contem- 
porary religiousness may take over from 
Christianity and Judaism, and even from 
the Asiatic systems, certain of their sym- 
bolical forms and modes, 


The figure of Jesus Christ, as the su- 
preme hero of mankind, will undoubtedly 
persevere into the new worship; but only 
after having passed through a process of 
reassessment. There will be for a time a 
tendency toward a merely analytical view 
of Jesus the historical man. Meanwhile, 
scientific criticism will reinterpret the 
Christian tradition that deals with Christ 
the Risen and Living Saviour. At length, 
there will come a new synthesis of Jesus 
the man and Christ the Saviour. To 
achieve this, first will be necessary an 
understanding of the relationship that lies 
between Jesus and all of the majestic men 
of all races who have stood during their 
time in the van of human progress. When 
this relationship shall have been thorough- 
ly established, and it is considered a mat- 
ter of fact that such men as Moses, Isaiah, 
Socrates, Gautama, Confucius, Jesus, Paul, 
Augustine, Francis—and all the galaxy of 
those who, well-known or nameless, in an- 
cient or in more recent times have “borne 
the God-fire in their breast”—belong to the 
same movement, are members of the same 
group, and, while varying widely in de- 
gree of attainment, represent essentially 
the same thing, when this is established, 
it will be possible to unite them into one 
and call that One by the name Christ! 
Christ then shall be a name to conjure with 
once more! While Jesus, more than ever 
before, will appear to those who read the 
record of His days as the most concrete 
manifestation in human form of the in- 
dwelling God whom the world has ever 
seen. 

In that time, men of religious awareness 
will desire with a great desire to incor- 


‘porate Christ as the Ideal-Self of their 


own lives. He will be, to them, “the hope 
of glory.” They will say with deep con- 
viction, “I no longer live but Christ liveth 
in me.” They will realize that, as merely 
physical men, they “died and their lives 
are hid with Christ in God.” Not lip- 
service nor formal belief, but a passionate 
heat of aspiration will fuse them in a so- 
ciety of spiritual men who are the bond- 
servants of an Ideal which is to them more 
real than any reality save only that of 
God; and who are the conscripts of a cause 
that is more precious than life, 

Far from abstracting and drawing them 
away from the activities of industrial civ- 
ilization, this Ideal-Self, which is Christ 
shared with all others who love Him, will 
drive men into the very heart of modern 
life. Far from rendering them wan and 
colorless, it will fill them with an irre- 
sistible force of dynamical energy. They 
will be the men of the most abundant good- 
ness; they will be artists and lovers of art; 
they will be men of the most searching 
thought; they will be men of the most pas- 
sionate love. Upon the civilization of their 
time they will put their stamp; and from 
that civilization will grow and flower a 
great, new, planet-wide Culture such as 
the earth has never known before. 


As one considers the possibilities that 
lie before mankind in the future, he is 
bewildered by their luxuriance as he is 
thrilled by their wondrousness. 


What can not man accomplish when he 
has learned to unite his soul’s awareness 
with his knowledge of the physical world! 

Not by a wistful backward gaze toward 
a departed grandeur, not by a disillusioned 
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look about him at a materialistic society, 
but by a glad acceptance of the tools that 
lie ready at his hand, man, who has recov- 
ered the knowledge of Perfection and who 


has received the revelation of Ineffable 
Reality once more, will build by worship 
a new Culture which, more nearly than any 
which has yet arisen, will show forth the 


“And Still It Grows” 


Goodness, the Beauty, the Truth, and the 
Love which men have discovered in their 
souls’ deep questing, and which they yearn 
to incorporate in space and time, 


The Moving Picture Menace Challenges the Christian Church and Ministry 


By Tue Rey. Cirerorp Gray Twompsty, D.D., Rector of St. James’ Church, Lancaster, Pa. 
(An Address Delivered in Part to the Young People of the Church Conference of New England at St. Paul’s School, 


“Stolen Kisses” 


Advertisement: “French Showgirls 
out for American husbands and Ameri- 
can husbands out for a grand whoopee 
time. Folly at The Follies Berg- 
eres!” 

Comment: This picture drags the 
most sacred relationships and holiest 
ideals of life through the sewer. It 
is a foul performance from beginning 
to end. A lecherous old man, with his 
effeminate male-secretary, constantly 
urges his son “to be a man,” and 
have some children. He takes his son 
and his son’s wife to Paris, to have 
their passions roused. ‘The one is 
vamped in a beastly scene by a French 
prima donna, and the other by a 
theatrical man. 

It was all a libidinous exhibition of 
bare-faced indecency, and was accom- 
panied by a film of vile muscle dancing 
by eight dancers. The showing of 
such films is a damnable business. As 
Mr. Harrison says about another re- 
cent picture, “Your theatre will need 
to be fumigated after the showing of 
this film.” 


“The Love Parade” 


The young and beautiful, but low- 
minded, Queen of “Sylvania” likes a 
hero-count because of his many mani- 
festly immoral affairs with twelve or 
fifteen loose women in Paris, and asks 
him to treat her for one night as he 
would treat any other woman! 

Comment: The atmosphere created 
by this film, one of pleasure in im- 
morality, was deplorable and caleu- 
lated to do untold harm, It made one 
feel ashamed of America, that the 
American Government should allow 
such a film to be shown everywhere 
and abroad, and so to be regarded as 
a type of the American mind and 
womanhood. 


“Tanned Legs” 


A beastly fat father makes a fool 
of himself over a woman in a bath- 
ing suit, and gives her $50,000 not to 
tell! His wife meanwhile vamps a 
younger man. The older daughter 
falls in love with a crook, and the 
younger daughter in trying to help 
her older sister, gets into a com- 
promising situation with the crook. 
Then they all accuse one another, 
and the wife and mother finally 
convicts her husband by  show- 
ing how he “fell” for the bathing 
girl, by the way in which she moves 
her hips! 

Comment: Pictures like this if al- 
lowed to continue, spell ruin to 
America. The men in this film were 
committing adultery continually and 
openly in desire, and the women were 
helping them on. 

Note: This picture was being 
shown at about the same time in 
Shanghai, China. Who can measure 
the harm such a picture, multiplied 
over aid over again, does to Christian 
missions, as the sewage of Hollywood 
is accepted by the Chinese as a faith- 
ful reproduction of American manners 
and morals? 

“New York Nights” is a picture of 
murders and drinking and chorus 
girls with only diamond - shaped 
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(In this instalment, continued from 
our issue of Dec. 18, Dr. Twombly 
describes more of the moving pic- 


tures shown in his own city. It is 
a terrible indictment of present-day 
conditions.) 


patches over their breasts, who try 
to steal away men from their wives— 
cheap, common, immoral, reeking in 
liquor and gun-play and _ lascivious 
dancing. And “The Woman Racket,” 
“The Locked Door,” and “Playing 
Around,” and “Peacock Alley” with its 
indecent advertisement and its wan- 
tonly lewd dance as its main feature, 
are films of the same low immoral life 
of the underworld, or of effete society. 


“A Dangerous Paradise” 


The heroine is a violinist in a South 
Sea Island Hotel. The lustful pro- 
prietor seeks to possess her and plans 
to break into her room at night. A 
half-breed married Spaniard gets 
ahead of him and attempts to assault 
her in her bedroom when she is half 
undressed, but is killed by the pro- 
prietor. The heroine escapes and hides 
in the boat of a rich ,islander, and 
sails away in it with him. They are 
attacked by bandits, one of whom also 
seeks to possess the heroine, but is 
foiled by a Chinese servant. 


THE NEW YEAR 


The New Year leads and I must go 

Which way its fleeting footsteps 
show. 

It leads; and shall I fall perchance 

A victim to its circumstance? 

Or shall each conflict give new 
strength 

And make me conqueror at length? 


What shall I of the year now past 

Take with me still? Shall I hold 
fast 

Mistakes, defeats and bear the shame 

Of these? Their scars I leave and 
name 

The lesson each defeat and sin 

Has taught, and new attempts begin. 


Why moves our time in measured 
round, 

But that each year we may be 
found 

A little higher up the scale 

Of life? Not that by trade or sale 

We count more gold. We invoice 
mind 

And heart. In these our wealth we 
find. 


Lead on! I follow thee, New Year. 

I walk in faith and not in fear. 

Though I may fall, I rise again, 

With new strength quickened by the 
pain; 

For man, as child, I now discern 

Some lessons free, some forced, must 
learn.—Philip H. Ralph, in 

“The Congregationalist.” 


Comment: This is vile stuff for 
decent people to countenance, and so 
is “Ladies of Leisure,” a story of two 
prostitutes on call, and their ways; 
and so is “Lilies of the Field.” 
which shows how certain girls “toil 
not neither do they spin”; and so is 
“The Ship from Shanghai’ where the 
villain, as so often in the movies, de- 
mands the surrender of the girl to his 
lust as the price of the others’ safety. 

And yet Mrs. Winter, who would be 
the unofficial agent and representative 
of Women’s Clubs at Hollywood, is 
reported as saying that she is “much 
more concerned in trying to reform 
the movies of their stupidity than in 
their “morality’’!! 


“The Divorcee” 


Let us allow the moving picture 
theatre itself to describe this film: 
“The star who has a poise and beauty 
all her own, gives an intensely moving 
portrait of a woman who, in the at- 
tempt to meet the standards of a 
sophisticated society, gives herself up 
to promiscuous living. Ted, her hus- 
band, also has a liaison with another 
woman, but when his wife gives her- 
self up to his best friend, Ted looks 
at things in an entirely different light 
and deserts her, and she abandons her- 
self to a period of free living.” They 
come together again at last, and are 
apparently happy ever after, as though 
nothing to soil that happiness had ever 
occurred! 


“Strictly Modern” 


The heroine is a writer of sex 
novels, especially one called “Passion 
is All.” She meets the hero, who is 
engaged to her cousin, on the train and 
falls in love with him, But her cousin 
loves a poor’specimen of a judge. The 
judge who is to marry the hero to the 
cousin, is drugged at the marriage sery- 
ice so that he falls unconscious before 
he actually ties the knot, but not be- 
fore he begins the service with these 
words, “Forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” 

Comment: When the movie world 
begins to make a parody of the words 
of Jesus from the Cross, it is time for 
the Christian Church to act, or there 
will be nothing sacred left on which 
the movies do not lay a profane hand. 


“Montana Moon” 


Advertisement: “The naughtiest pic- 
ture of the year.” 
Comment from Harrison’s Reports: 
“There are scenes in the picture that 
could not be shown to the wives and 
children of those who made it. Some 
of the talk would make a young girl 
blush.” 
There was a dance of the heroine 
with a man who was not her husband, 
that was unspeakably indecent in its 
sensual embrace, and the effect was 
very evident on the boys and girls me 
who were present in the theatre. The — ~— 
feelings and expressions which such — 7 
sensual pictures arouse in the audience — 
become more and more pronounced 
and unrestrained. -. i oo 
Note: There were lewd sex muse 
dances or obscene forms of the t 
in at least twelve of the films h 
seribed. 


January 1, 1931 


“On the Level” 


Advertisement: “Love Lessons by 
that perfect past-master, Victor Mce- 
Laglan.” 

Comment: This was just another un- 
clean travesty of love, while the ac- 
companying film of “The Love Tem- 
ple” and the dancing Samoan girls 
was another rank muscle dancing pic- 
ture in which the premier danseuse 
and her company were practically 
nude, 

“The Big Party” 


Advertisement: A picture of a girl 
pulling up her dresses far above her 
knees, ogled by four men. 

The girl in this picture is forced to 
pull up her dress far above her knees, 
so that her employers can see if she 
has pretty enough limbs to entice men 
(and particularly one wealthy man), 
in a bungalow fitted out for the pur- 
pose, to be buyers of her employers’ 
goods, and supporters of their busi- 
ness. This one man later on attacks 
her and tries to make her submit to 
him, but she is rescued just in time by 
a hero-friend who has climbed up the 
fire escape. 


“Love Comes Along” 


A Spanish voluptuary catches his 
mistress with another man on a 
couch, and so seeks to possess for him- 
self instead the heroine who is a 
stranded chorus girl. 

The advertisment of this film—a 
picture of the voluptuary kissing the 
neck of the nude chorus girl in his 


REFORMED 


CHU RCH 


arms—was a scene they did not dare 
to leave in the film, in Pennsylvania. 

Comment: It is an amazing thing 
that Christian men and women should 
continue to put up with pictures like 
these which are being fed to Ameri- 
can young people day after day on 
the screen—and to do nothing of any 
account as yet, to stop them. A fatal 
moral lethargy seems to brood over 
the Church and over the whole coun- 


try! While the Church fiddles, 
America burns! 

“The Delightful Rogue” is  sug- 
gestive all the way through. The test 


of the man’s “love” for the girl is 
whether he will love her still after 
she has stayed all night locked in a 
room with another man. When she 
suggests marriage, the hero says he 
“had not thought of that!” but he 
thinks “it can be arranged!” 


In “Loose Ankles” the girl is given 
directions to take off all the hero’s 
clothes “in order to compromise her- 
self.” She gets off his coat, collar 
and necktie, and her maid cuts his 
suspenders. The crowd in the theatre 
yelled, “Get ’em all off!” and a 
dozen young girls in the front seats in 
the balcony screamed with excite- 
ment. A gross and ribald scene of a 
drunken man and women on the floor 
of a night club caps the climax of this 
“edifying” picture.” 

Marie Dressler (whose salary is re- 
ported to be $100,000) and a woman 
called “Polly” were also disgustingly 
drunk in the last scene of “Chasing 
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Rainbows.” In this picture Marie 
Dressler represents a large and some- 
what elderly spinster who is plainly 
dirty-minded and sings dirty-minded 
songs: “I am pure,’ and “I still am 
pure,” and “My Wonderful Person- 
ality.” That may be called “Art,” but 
it was plain “dirt,” and provoked a 
lewd chorus of yells from the audi- 
ence, 

“Anna Christie,” played by Greta 
Garbo and Marie Dressler, was a 
sordid but strong picture; “Dance 
Hall” (by Vina Delmar) was bore- 
some but harmless; and “Such Men 
are Dangerous” (by Elinor Glyn) was 
unexpectedly free from objectionable 
features, and interesting — but the 
Advertisement was of the usual sug- 
gestive low type: 

“All bad boys with the girls,— 
Solomon, Don Juan, Casanova, Henry 

VIII, Louis XV,— 
but amateurs indeed compared with 

Warner Baxter 
in Elinor Glyn’s 

Dangerous’.” 

“Disraeli” was a delight to all who 
had the privilege of seing it. 
“Sunny Skies’ was a cheap and 
vulgar and stupid misrepresentation of 
all a decent college stands for; and 
“Song of the West” was dime-novel 
clap-trap, with covered wagons, ballet- 
girls, three murders, a gambling hall, 
and a military post—and some good 
colored pictures of western scenery 
thrown in, 


(To be Continued) 


‘Such Men are 
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BOWLING GREEN FUND 


Christmas gifts have been received for 
this fund from the following friends, for 
which we are very grateful: Mary E. 
Harne, $10; R. T. Paules and wife, $10; 
Milton Boyer and family, $10; Miss Kath- 
arine Omwake, $5; Rev. William S. Ger- 
hardt, $5; total, $40, with a grand total 
of $264.85. 

With a Happy New Year to all who 
have contributed as well as those who 
will contribute—and in fact to all our 
many good friends far and near—we look 
into the future with abounding hope and 


good cheer. 
The Editor. 


CLASSES MEETING IN JANUARY, 
1931 


Jan. 19, 1931—West Susquehanna, West 
Milton, Pa. (St. Paul’s); Clarion, Rimers- 
burg, Pa. (Jerusalem); Jan. 26— East 
Pennsylvania, Bethlehem, Pa. (Christ); 
Philadelphia, Oak Lane, Phila., Pa. (Oak 
Lane); Goshenhoppen, East Greenville, Pa. 
(New Goshenhoppen); Lehigh, Allentown, 
Pa. (Christ); Carlisle, Duncannon, Pa. 
(Christ); Jan. 27—St. Paul’s, Greenville, 
Pa. (Zion’s); Jan. 29—West New York, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Next week we issue our Young Peoples’ 
Number, and Jan. 15 the Edueational 
Number. 

On Dee. 5, the Cedar Crest College Club 
of Philadelphia held its monthly meeting 
at Fuhrman’s Inn, 21st and Chestnut Sts., 
Philadelphia, and enjoyed a delightful 
luncheon, 


Dr. and Mrs. Henry K. Miller, of Tokyo, 
Japan, have arrived on furlough in Amer- 
ica, They are oceupying one of the apart- 
ments at the Missionary Home, Lancaster, 


Pa., and have been 
friends. 

“The Pathway of the Star’ was the 
pageant given by the Bible School chil- 
dren of St. John’s, Bedford, Pa., Dr. J. 
Albert Eyler, pastor, on Dec. 21. The 
Dawn service at 6. A. M., Christmas Day, 
was particularly beautiful. 


Dr. and Mrs. William G. Seiple, of Sen- 
dai, Japan, are home on furlough. They 
spent the Christmas season with his mother 
and sister at Allentown. During the 
winter their address will be 4119 Hay- 
ward Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


greeted by many 


The annual meeting of Salem Church, St. 
Louis, Mo., Rev. W. A. Settlage, pastor, 
will be on Jan, 4. The Christmas services 
were of a high order and much appreciated. 
The New Year’s Eve celebration, Dec. 31, 
was from 9.15 P. M. to 12.15 A. M. 


Rev. Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew oceu- 
pied the pulpit of St. John’s Church, Phila- 
delphia, last Sunday morning, Rev. Robert 
O’Boyle, pastor. The many friends of 
Brother O’Boyle will be pleased to know 
that he is recovering from his recent ill- 
ness. 


Rev. Dr. W. F. Horstmeier recently cele- 
brated his 80th birthday. The “Messen- 
ger’ joins in congratulations both on this 
anniversary and on the fact that after be- 
ing compelled to submit to a number of 
operations, the good Doctor’s eyesight has 
been restored. 


_ The “Expositor” recently published an 
excellent Harvest Home sermon from the 
facile pen of the Rev. Henry H. Rupp, of 
St. John’s, Lewisburg, Pa. Mr. Rupp gave 
a recent much appreciated address before 
the loeal Lion’s Club, of which he is a 
member. 


Rev. Dr. Henry C. Schlueter, of 210 
Upnor Rd., Baltimore, Md., has just issued 


THE REV. CHRISTIAN W. 
SUMMEY 


Another of our veteran ministers, 
Rev. C. W. Summey, of Edinburg, 


Va., has entered into rest. This 
faithful brother passed away Dec. 
22, aged 80. An account of his life 
and labors will be given next week. 


through the Central Publishing House, a 
new book entitled, “The Royal Way.” It 
is a book of 162 pages and 60 titles and 
is sold at $1.25. This excellent book of 
practical helpfulness for the spiritual life 
can be secured direct from the author. 


In Trinity Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., the 
Rev. E. Roy Corman, pastor, the Every 
Member Canvass was successfully con- 
ducted on Dee. 21. On Dec. 28 the choir 
gave a fine Christmas message in song, and 
in the evening Mr. Corman gave an illu- 
strated Christmas story. The people are 
rallying splendidly under the devoted lead- 
ership of their pastor. 

The ministerium of Lehighton, Weiss- 
port, and vicinity, is sponsoring a Commu- 
nity Preaching Mission in Zion’s Reformed 
Chureh, Lehighton, Pa., Rev. Paul R. Pon- 
tius, pastor, as follows: Jan. 15, Dr. Ralph 
W. Sockman; Jan. 22, Dr. George A. Butt- 
rick; Jan. 28, Dr. Charles R. Brown; Feb. 
3, Dr. Paul Scherer; Feb. 12, Dr. Charles 
L. Goodell, 


Trinity Chureh, Canton, O., Rev. Henry 
Nevin Kerst, D.D., pastor. On Dee. 21, a 
Christmas: pageant, “At the Door of the 
Inn,” was given at 7.30 P. M. This was 
a beautiful full costumed presentation in 
whieh a large number of adults and chil- 
dren participated. The choir assisted. 
There was an early Christmas Morning 
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worship and musical at 7 A. M. ‘The 
quartet and chorus gave a beautiful pro- 
gram and were assisted by Mr. Henri 
Weiler, violinist, and Miss Pauline Wager, 
cellist. 

The 8. 8. of Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., 
Rev. W. R. Hartzell, pastor, presented on 
the evening of Dee. 21, at the Christmas 
service, “Why the Chimes Rang.” This 
was very ably presented under the direc- 
tion of Miss Ruth Ibberson, who took the 
part of the Old Woman. The other main 
characters were John Fetterhoff, Lamar 
Pfeiffer, and Miss Violet Kauderman, The 
offering for Bethany Orphans’ Home was 
over $21. 

A copy of the 1931 Diary and Budget 
Account Book is a fine starter for the New 
Year. Pocket size, bound in red leather, 
these little books contain the 1931 calen- 
dar, and a number of other things which 
will be helpful during the year. They are 
available from the Executive Committee of 
the General Synod, 316 Schaff Building, 
Philadelphia, for 25ce. 

A Union Thanksgiving service was held 
in the St. Luke’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
Rey. H. A. Shiffer, pastor, on Thanksgiving 
morning at 9 o’clock. The other partici- 
pating Churches were the Memorial Presby- 
terian, Calvary Episcopal, and Derr Me- 
morial M. E, The sermon was preached by 
the Rey. A. R. Davies, pastor of the Derr 
Memorial M. E. Church. The St. Luke’s 
choir furnished special music. The offer- 
ing was given to the local Children’s Home. 

In Salem Church, Allentown, Pa., Dr. 
Wm. F. Kosman, pastor, the various Christ- 
mas services began Dec. 21 and reached a 
climax with a pageant Dec. 28. The Week- 
day School has 64 enrolled. Communion 
will be observed Jan. 11. Mrs. J. Lloyd 
Snyder, of Salem Church, was elected presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Church and Mission- 
ary Federation of the city. The annual 
congregational meeting will be on Jan. 14, 


The budget for 1931 includes $15,224 
for current expenses and $7,500 for 
benevolence. 


The annual Father and Son Dinner, spon- 
sored by the Men’s League of Grace 
Shurch, York, Pa., Rev. Irvin A. Rauben- 
hold, pastor, was held on the evening of 
Dec. 10, with 90 in attendance. The ad- 
dress was given by Dr. W. A. Ferguson, 
the supt. of the York schools. Rev. Mr. 
Raubenhold extended the greetings to the 
guests. At the business session the fol- 
lowing officers were elected for next year: 
President, William Rohrbaugh; vice-presi- 
dent, William Miller; secretary, Floyd 
Jones; treasurer, Morgan Weigle. 

Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., Rev. 
L. G. Beers, B.D., pastor. On Christmas 
Eve a beautiful White Christmas service 
was observed by the Church School, and a 
pageant was presented. On Jan. 11, the 
first celebration of the Lord’s Supper in 
the New Year 1931 will be held at 10 A. 
M. and 7.15 P. M. The annual Fathers’ 
and Sons’ service will be held on the 
evening of Jan. 18. The service will be 
featured with an address by Leon Ray 
Livingstone, of Erie. Pa., traveler, author 
and orator. 

Central Church, Dayton, O., Rev. Walter 
W. Rowe, D. D., pastor. A Christmas pag- 
eant was rendered on the evening of Dee. 
23 in the Church auditorium. College and 
High School Evening was observed on Dee. 
28 at 7.30 P. M. ‘The services were in 
charge of seminary, college and high school 
students who are members of Central 
Church. The young people of the Church 
sang carols on Christmas Eve at which 
time the sick and shut-ins of the congrega- 
tion were visited. Holy Communion on 
Jan, 11. 

Calvary Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. 
F. H. Fisher, D.D., pastor. On Nov. 7, 
the Missionary Society of the Church had 
charge of the evening service. It was their 
annual Thank Offering service and amount- 
ed to $57.10. The service was in charge 
of Miss Jannie Diehl, and Mrs. Henry 
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Strohmeier was chairman of the evening. 
The sketch by Mr, Alfred Woolson and 
the young ladies was beautifully executed. 
The choir also added materially in a beau- 
tiful anthem and a quartet. There was a 
Christmas service on Christmas morning at 
6 A. M. The offering was given to the 
Orphanage at Womelsdorf. 


On Dee. 21, at 4 P. M., in Immanuel 
Chureh, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. H. L. V. 
Shinn, pastor, the Children’s Christmas 
program was given in the Educational 
Building where the facilities of the stage 
could be used. There was a rendition of 
the play, “Why the Chimes Rang,” in 
which some adults also took part. The 
offering was given to the Ft. Wayne Or- 
phans’ Home. <A Christmas Morning sery- 
ice was observed in this Church at 6.30 
A. M. The Church was decorated in a 
special manner appropriate to the occa- 


sion. The choir in robes gave a candle- 
light procession and rendered _ special 
numbers, 


Trinity Church, Mountville, Pa., Rev. J. 
William Zehring, pastor. The special serv- 
ices for 1931 are as follows: Jan. 11, the 
Holy Communion; Feb. 8, Foreign Mission 
Service; Services during the Lenten season 
every Thursday at 7.30 P. M.; Beginning 
Mar. 30. Holy Week Services every night 
except Sat. at 7.30 P. M.; Apr. 3, Good 
Friday, service preparatory to the Holy 
Communion and reception of members; 
Apr. 5, Easter, Holy Communion at 10.30 
A. M., 8. S. Haster Service at 7 P. M.; 
June 14, Children’s Day; July 12, Holy 
Communion at 10.30 A. M.; Sept. 13, Har- 
vest Home at 10.30 A. M.; Oct. 11, Holy 
Communion; Oct. 18, Rally Day; Nov. 8, 
Home Mission Service. 


While returning from a burial of a child 
in Freemansburg on Dec. 9, Rev. Dr. S. L. 
Messinger was struck by an auto which 
was running on the wrong side of the 
street near his residence. Although no 
bones were broken, injuries both painful 
and slow to heal were inflicted on various 
parts of his body and he is required, for 
the time being, to postpone important pas- 
toral work. However, he is with much 
discomfort occupying his pulpit. Our 


friend Messinger has a record of regular 
attendance at all official services for the 
past 5 years. 
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Moly Communion was observed in the 4 
Churches of the Shrewsbury, Pa., Charge, 
Rey. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Dee. 7 and 
Dee. 14. Christmas services were held as 
follows: Dee. 21, St. John, Sadlu, and 
Bethlehem, Stiltz; Dec. 25, Bethany, New 
Freedom; Dec. 26, St. Paul, Shrewsbury. 
The 4 congregations have changed the time 
for the annual congregational meetings 
from April to December in order to con- 
form to the changes that have been made 
by the Church at large. The pastor and 
family were kindly remembered during 
Christmas by many substantial gifts as 
well as money. 


The floor of St. John’s Church, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., Rev. W. D. Mehrling, pastor, has 
been varnished and waxed, this being the 
Christmas gift of Sexton Chester Kilpat- 
rick to the Church. A most excellent 
Christmas program was rendered the eve- 
ning of Christmas Day. Two delightful 
Saturday afternoon parties have been held 
by the Beginner-Primary Department of 
the 8. S. The Rainy Day Bag Social re- 
cently held by the Ladies’ Aid Society was 
both interesting and successful. Thus far 
a neat sum has been realized by this novel 
method. The Society was entertained at 
the pastor’s home Dec. 5. The eity of 
Bethlehem placed a large decorated and 
lighted Christmas Tree on the Church lawn 
as usual. The West Side pastors conduct- 
ed a fitting service at the tree on Christ- 
mas Eve. The Bethlehem Band, of which 
Mr. Thomas F. Fritz of this Church is 
president, furnished the music. This was 
one of 3 such trees and outdoor services 
provided for the people of Bethlehem in 
the various parts of the city. The Every 
Member Canvass has been conducted. This 
Church is looking forward to an annual 
congregational meeting on Jan. 7, as well 
as its anniversary later in that month. 


At Marion, Pa., Rev. J. C. Sanders, pas- 
tor, the Christmas services of both schools 
were of a high order and the offerings for 
orphans the best in the history of each of 
the Churches. Marion gave $115.57; 
Grindstone Hill, $55; Total, $170.57. At 
the annual Thank Offering service of the 
missionary organizations of Heidelberg 
Church the amount given was $109.29, just 
a little less than in 1929. This congrega- 
tion also paid the Classical Apportionment 


that is without a pastor. 


among our people. 


good news. 


% * * 


soon as I get it. 
your house too. 


IT CAN BE DONE! 


This cheering word comes from the Secretary of the Consistory of a Charge 
We quote the following: 
“I received your letter asking me to secure more readers for the ‘Messenger’ 
I am sorry that so many so-called Christian people take so 
little interest in Church literature, but I am willing to try to help circulate the 
I have been in the hospital this fall and am not yet able to go about 
as I would like but through the help of my husband, we secured several subscrip- 
tions which we send herewith. You may send me some sample copies of the 
‘Messenger’ and we will try to secure other subscriptions.” 

We certainly appreciate this loyal service. 
pe emulated by many of the high-pressure salesmen among our laymen. 


And this is quoted from the weekly “Bulletin” of a congregation where the 
subscription-list has been more than doubled during the two years that the “Pay 
On Delivery” Plan has been in operation: 


THE “REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER” 
(We overheard something like this some time ago.) 


Have you read the last copy of it? Oh! 
I am sorry because you certainly miss a lot of important information that every 
You say it costs too much. Well, $2.50 
might be a great deal if you had to pay it all at once, but do you know that 
Mr. T. G. Lucas will deliver it to your house every week for the trifling sum of 
five cents? Surely you will not miss that little sum each week and Mr. Lucas is 
very happy to bring you the “Messenger.” 
because the pastor every once in a while makes a reference to something in the 
“Messenger” and if I did not get it I would not know what he is talking about. 
You will be very happy to read it every week and I tear off the cover just as 
Better see Mr. Lucas this morning and tell him to bring it to 


intelligent Church member should have. 


Here is an example which could 


You say you did not get it. Well 


You see I couldn’t do without it 
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in full. Elder C. W. Sheller, of Marion, 
died on Dee. 15 in his 68th year. Numer- 
ous expressions of good will came to the 
pastor and his family during the holiday 
season, 

In the First Church, Youngwood, Pa., 
Rev. Victor A. Ruth, pastor, a “White 
Gifts for the King” Christmas service was 
held again this year, on Christmas Day, at 
twilight. The service entitled “Our Love 
Gifts,’ in a setting made impressive by 
dim lighting and beautiful yet simple dee- 
orations, was very effectively rendered 
under the direction of Miss Grace Har- 
rold, a student in the Margaret Morrison 
School in Pittsburgh. Individual white 
gifts were given to the Orphan’s Home, 
and those of classes and organizations were 
offered for worthy objects in the commu- 
nity and abroad. The Churches of Young- 
wood are uniting to observe the Universal 
Week of Prayer, Jan. 4 to 10. 

The installation of the Rey. Irvin G. 
Snyder as pastor of the Conyngham 
Charge, Conyngham, Pa., was held Dee. 14. 
The committee consisted of Revs. S. E. 
Stofflett, D.D., E. Franklin Faust, and 
Theodore C. Hesson. Rev. Mr. Faust ad- 
dressed the congregation with special ref- 
erence to the duties of the pastoral office, 
and Rey. Mr. Hesson spoke about the 
duties of the membership in the work of 
the Kingdom. The Rev. J. W. Meminger, 
D.D., was present and took part. Rev. Mr. 
Snyder received a very cordial welcome 
from the people, and it is an augury of a 
very succesful and fruitful ministry. A 
reception was tendered to the pastor and 
his family by the people of the charge a 
week before the installation. 

The White Gift Christmas service of 
the Church School of First Church, Phila- 
delphia, under the superintendency of Mr. 
Harry E. Hartman, was held Sunday eve- 
ning, Dec. 21. If any Christmas pageant 
was ever better rendered than that given 
by the young people of First Church, the 
editor of the “Messenger” has not. been 
privileged to see it. Everybody joined in 
this favorable verdict. The edifice was 
packed to the doors with members and 
friends who came for the service and to 
share in the chief feature of the occasion, 
a heartfelt welcome to the beloved pastor, 
Rey. Harold B. Kerschner and Mrs. 
Kerschner. This was the pastor’s first ap- 
pearance after his long illness and serious 
operation at the Mayo Hospital in Roches- 
ter, Minn., and all are more than delighted 
to see him looking so well and to hear him 
speak a few words of greeting and grati- 
tude. Mr. Kerschner hopes to resume his 
work regularly by Feb. 1. The special 
offering exceeded $800. 

In Trinity Church, Freemansburg, Pa., 
Rev. 8. L. Messinger, D.D., pastor, the 
S. S. held Christmas services on the eve- 
ning of Dee, 21. About 500 people wit- 
nessed the beautiful pageant, “The Light 
of the World,” which was rendered by 
members of the school in a thoroughly ef- 
fective and acceptable manner, The par- 
ticipants had been trained for the exhibi- 
tion with superb competency by Mrs. Jos. 
A, Wagner, teacher of a class of girls. 
The offering for Bethany Orphans’ Home 
was $28.80. The members of the school 
were treated with candy and oranges. Mrs, 
Wagner was presented with a beautiful 
bouquet of roses. The able and popular 
superintendent, Lester L. Penn, was kindly 
remembered with the gift of a purse of 
$15. The “Christmas Greetings” holder 
handed to the pastor, with kindest words 
contained $58. All this is wonderful in a 
place where unemployment is doing its 
worst. 


First Church, High Point, N. C., Rev. 
W. R. Shaffer, pastor. The Christmas sea- 
son was a very busy time at First Church. 
Good congregations were present at both 
morning and evening services on Dee, 21, 
when special Christmas music was render- 
ed, The pastor preached a special Christ- 
mas sermon, On the evening of Dec. 23, 
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Pews by DeLong for a recent installation 


FURNITURE 


PDS 
that don’t “talk back” 


In the DeLong Pew, a special con- 
struction and our own method of in- 
stallation prevents annoying squeaks 
and creaks, so 
congregation and speaker—a feature 
which in itself has led to the selection 
of Furniture by DeLong for many 
churches. 


irritating to both 


Folder describing the features of 
a church pew essential for lasting 
comfort, on request. Just address 
Dept. C, DeLong Furniture Co., 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, or 
3829 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


by DE LONG 


FOR CHURCHES » SUNDAY SCHOOLS - PARISH BUILDINGS 
——————— 


the 8. S. held its Christmas program, <A 
pageant was given and was well received 
and White Christmas was carried out 
throughout the program. Gifts were 
brought to the Church for the orphans and 
the needy of the city. On Christmas morn- 
ing about 75 people came through the snow 
to attend the early morning service at 7 
A. M. The story of the Christ Child was 
given in song and reading and was a most 
impressive service. The financial depres- 
sion is being felt by the Church but it 
expects to pay its Apportionment in full. 


Pastors and Church officers should know 
that the Pennsylvania Committee for Total 
Disarmament, Room 302, 1924 Chestnut 
St., Philadelphia, offers to send unusual 
speakers to discuss the question of prac- 
tical disarmament before large or small 
meetings in Pennsylvania. No charge is 
made beyond traveling expenses, if any 
are involved. Among the subjects consid- 
ered are: Disarmament by Example, The 
Kellogg Pact and Total Disarmament, Dis- 
armament and the Churches, Toward Total 
Disarmament — The Rising Movement in 
Europe and America, Literature for free 
distribution may also be had on applica- 
tion to the committee’s headquarters. This 
committee was formed last February under 
the chairmanship of Dr. William I, Hull. 
It is a part of the growing movement, here 
and abroad, for independent national dis- 
armament as a means of breaking the pres- 
ent ominous international deadlock. The 
immediate object of this committee is to 
promote the Frazier Amendment to the 
Federal Constitution now before the Senate 
making war and preparedness for war il- 
legal for the United States. Membership 
is open to all Pennsylvanians, men and 
women, who are in sympathy with this aim. 


The Zion congregation, Nanticoke, Pa., 
Rey. Robert W. Hucke, pastor, enjoyed a 
blessed Christmas season. On Christmas 
Day at 5.30 A. M. carols were. played from 
the tower of the Church. At 6 A, M. the 
altar of the Chureh was graced with an 


TOO LATE?—NO 


Just because one date for Church 
Paper Day is past, should not keep 
you from presenting the “Messenger” 
to your people at this time. 

Plan now to observe the day in the 
near future. Make it possible for 


your members to start the New Year 
better acquainted with the news and 
progress of the Church. We will help 
you. 


O IT NOW. 


illuminated cross and candles for the dawn 
cross, candle and star service. At 7 P. M. 
the Church was filled to capacity, chairs 
having been carried up from the basement 
for the entertainment which was presented 
by the Church School. The entertainment 
consisted of a play, “The True Meaning of 
Christmas,’ by the older departments of 
the school and a cantata, “When Santa 
Loses the Christmas Road.” by the younger 
departments of the school. All the ehil- 
dren wore magnificent costumes and both 
play and cantata were well presented. 
Santa Claus also was present afterwards 
and distributed about 200 gifts among the 
various ones present. In addition, every 
member of the 8. S. and all children in 
attendance at this service, regardless of 
faith or creed or Church affiliation were 
given a % pound box of candy and an 
orange. The pastor and family received 
fine presents from the members of the con- 
gregation. The chancel choir, under the 
direction of the organist and choirmaster, 
Mrs. Dorothy Hucke, rendered a cantata, 
“The Holy Child,” on Dee. 28. The follow- 
ing were elected to serve in the Consistory 
of the Church: as elder, Hobert Graboske, 
and as deacons, Orwig Jones, Ray Hoffman 
and George Eckerd. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 
MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitled on Application 


H. P. BERGER - z Lebanon, Pa. 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


==-BELLS 


n()) TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM 
i) ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
1 CHURCH BELLS — PEALS 


McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organislts 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high 
est grade. Booklets and _ specifications opr 


request. 
M. P, MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches, 
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The Kannapolis Charge, Kannapolis, N. 
C., Rev..L. A. Peeler, pastor. On Nov. 9 
the pastor conducted the funeral of Robt. 


Lee Steele, 144 year-old-son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Glenn Steel. The funeral was held 
in St. John’s Chureh and was one of the 
largest attended child’s funerals the pastor 
ever conducted. The pastor also assisted 
in the funerals of the infant of Mr. and 


Mrs. David Blackwelder in Concordia Lu- 
theran Church on Noy. 20; Mrs. Chas. Hile- 
man in Mt. Zion Church on Nov. 23; Elder 
John Hedrick of First Chureh, High Point, 
on Dee. 5; Mr. Caleb Krimminger, member 
of Cool Springs Methodist Church, who 
has made his home with Mrs. H. A. Yost 
of St. Paul’s, Dee. 7. On Noy. 9 the pastor 
preached a sermon to the American Legion 
in St. John’s Church, Kannapolis. On Noy. 
9 the annual Thank Offering service, in 
charge of the W. M. S. was held at St. 
Paul’s. A pageant was rendered and Mrs. 
L. A. Peeler made the address. On Novy. 
9 the pastor preached a special sermon in 
observance of Father and Son Week. The 
fathers and sons sat in a body. On Novy. 
12 a Father and Son Banquet was held. 
There were about 50 fathers and sons pres- 
ent and the banquet was served by the 
W. M. S., the Friendly Circle, and the 
G. M. G. of the congregation. On Nov. 19 
Mrs. L. A. Peeler led a mission study class 
on India in Shiloh Church, Faith. The 
ladies of Bethany congregation, Rockwell 
Charge, were also present. Mrs. Peeler led 
similar classes in Bear Creek Church on 
Dee. 11, and First Church, Lexington, on 
Dee, 12, and also at the home of 8S. J. Deal 
of the St. Paul’s congregation on Nov. 28. 
During the first week in Dec., Mrs. Peeler 
attended the Home Missions Congress in 
Washington, as one of the official delegates 
of the Reformed Church. This was the 
first meeting of its kind ever held in North 
America. On Dee. 10 the pastor and wife 
entertained, for evening dinner at the par- 
sonage, the 20 men who made the Every 
Member Canvass in St. John’s congrega- 
tion. Several young ladies of this Church 
assisted in serving this meal. The canvass 
was successfully made in St. John’s con- 
gregation on Dec. 14, and in St. Paul’s 
and Keller, the latter part of Dec. On 
Dee. 21 the young people of St. John’s 8. 
S. presented a Christmas pageant which 
was one of the most beautiful programs 
ever rendered at this Church. The Chil- 
dren’s Division exercises were held Christ- 
mas evening and the annual treat was 
given to the entire school. The Christmas 
program was given at Keller on Dee. 23, 
and at St. Paul’s on Dec. 24. A treat was 
given by both schools. The following of- 
ficers were elected in St. John’s 8. S.: Mr. 
R. A. Hicks, gen. supt.; Mr. B. A. Fisher, 
gen. sec.; and Mr. Chas. Artz, treas. In 
Keller 8. S.: Earnest Haynes. supt.; Paul 
Cline, asst. supt.; Marvin Cooks, sec.-treas. 


DEATH OF PROFESSOR GWOH 


A eablegram received by the Board of 
Foreign Missions on December 29th has 
brought the sad news of the death of 
Prof. Franklin T. Gwoh, Principal of Hu- 
ping Middle School at Yochow City, Hu- 
nan, China. The cause of his death was 
typhoid fever. 

Many of our members met this dear 
brother during his years of study in the 
United States. He was a student at 
Heidelberg College and at Columbia Uni- 
versity, receiving the Master’s degree at 
the latter institution. After his return 
to China he was elected as the Chinese 
Principal of Huping Middle School, and 
proved a worthy successor to the late 
lamented Dr. William E. Hoy. Through 
his influence the hope was held out that 
the Government would grant registration 
to Huping Middle School. 

In a letter written on November 22nd 
our Missionary, Rey. Sterling Whitener, 
in referring to the question of salary, 
pays this tribute to Prof. Gwoh: “TI feel 
that it is loyalty to Huping that has 
kept Mr. Gwoh there, for I am sure he 
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could get nearly three times his present 
salary and have less responsibility in 
some of the Government Colleges. Mr. 
Gwoh has been of great help outside of 
the school work at Huping during these 
several years of transition. He has free- 
ly given of his time to advise and plan 
for the Day School work, the Hospital, 
as well as represented our Mission in 
Central China College’s Board of Diree- 
tors and also Yale Middle School and Fuh 
Siang Girls’ School Boards. Especially in 
the local work his advice has always had 
a steadying influence which is greatly 
needed in transition periods.” 


Allen R. Bartholomew. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL MEN’S 
CONGRESS 

The first Men’s Congress under the au- 
spices of the Interdenominational Council 
on Men’s Work was held Dee. 11 and 12, 
in Hotel Gibson, Cincinnati, Ohio, and was 
the occasion for the gathering together of 
more than 500 men, lay and clergy, repre- 


THE NEW YEAR IS WAITING 
FOR YOU 


As you watch the old year totter 

And vanish over the hill 

Of Yesterdays, into the Past 

Does there come to your heart a 
thrill 


Of Gladness for the joys you’ve had, 

Of thanks for the dreams come true, 

Of gratefulness for health and 
friends, 

For the love that has come to you? 


Or are your head and heart bowed 
down 

With a shameful sense of woe 

For the wasted days and foolish ways 

And a still unconquered foe? 


Oh, Brother, turn and face the dawn 

Whose heralds line the sky, 

And as you watch the conquering 
sun 

Defeat the dark on high, 


Resolve to work, and not to shirk; 
Let Courage fill your breast, 

And with a prayer upon your lips 
Set forth npon your quest! 


For foes are conquered by fighting; 
And dreams can be made to come 


true; 

And loved ones are found through 
loving— 

Ah, the New Year is waiting for 
you! 


—Grace Poffenberger. 


sentatives of the 22 Protestant denomina- 
tions comprising the Council. Of this 
number, our denomination furnished about 
ten. In all 39 States were represented in 
the gathering, the representatives being 
fairly well distributed between the East 
and West, North and South. 

The Council has been in existence for 
a number of years as a committee, and has 
had meetings from time to time in the 
interest of work among men in our 
Churches. Our own Church is one of the 
latest to enter the Council, being repre- 
sented by Elder J. Q. Truxal and Dr. W. E. 
Lampe, both of whom were at the 
Congress, 


I was deeply impressed by the Congress. 
The character of the program was such 
as to make a genuine appeal to men, The 
men chosen to present the themes were 
masterful in manner and in message. Such 
names as Dr, Hugh T. Kerr, Dr. Albert W. 
Beaven, Bishop Frederick B. Fisher, Dr. 
Jas. Endicott, Pres, Chas. ©. Selecman, 
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Raymond Robins, Branch Rickey, of hase- 
ball fame, speak for themselves. 

Six major themes were considered: 1. 
The Place of the Church in Modern Life; 
2. Religious Movements among Men; 3. 
Men Facing the Evangelization of the 
World; 4.  Men’s Work in the Loeal 
Chureh; 5. The Meaning of Christ in Per- 
sonal Life; 6. Men Facing the Responsi- 
bility of Christian Citizenship. 

Six Commissions were appointed to corre- 
spond to the six themes discussed. Hach 
Commission brought in a report of findings 
which will be printed and made available. 

I was impressed with the heroic yet sym- 
pathetic manner in which this group of 
men faced up to the problems confronting 
the Churches. This was not a “blood and 
thunder’ Congress on the one hand in 
which one heard tirades against the Chureh. 
Nor was it the occasion for saying plaus- 
ible things, merely, of the Church. Such 
thoughts as the following were driven home 
with telling effect: Nothing but the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ Can Save the World; In 
Spite of All Her Faults, the Church is and 
Must Remain the Chief Organization 
Through Which God Works; The Chureh 
is Not measuring Up to Her Possibilities; 
The World is Catching. Up with the 
Chureh; The Men of the Chureh Should 
Put the Same Energy They Are Giving to 
Industry Into the Kingdom; The Church 
is Absorbing Her Ideals too Largely from 
the World Instead of Projecting Her Spirit 
into the World. 

I was impressed with the worth while- 
ness of this men’s movement and with a 
sense of thankfulness that our Church has 
become a recognized part of it. Men’s 
work in the Church is going to see a new 
day. Our men are going to do not less but 
more for the Kingdom and are going to 
do it better than ever. The Reformed 
Churchmen’s League is directly in line 
with this new emphasis. Local chapters 
should be organized, and the activities of 
our men’s groups should be directed so as 
to be in fuller harmony with the ideals 
and the program of our beloved Reformed 
Church. 

Otto J. Zechiel. © 

Sugarcreek, Ohio. 


THE STATISTICAL REPORTS FOR 
1930 


Rev. J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk of the 
General Synod 


A supply of Statistical Blanks  suffi- 
cient for providing each charge with at 
least one Parochial Blank No. 1 and one 
No. 2 was sent out to each Classical 
Stated Clerk on December 8, 1930. . 

These Parochial Blanks should be filled 
out by the pastors at once, giving the 
records from December 31, 1929, to De- 
cember 31, 1930. In vacant charges they 
should be filled out by the secretary of 
the Consistory. 


The first entry on Blank No. 1 should 
be the Present Communicant Member- 
ship as reported to the General Synod 
on the official blank for the year ending 
December 31, 1929. 


If this entry is correctly made, the 
gains added and the losses subtracted, 
the Present Membership, December 31, 
1930, will be 100 per cent accurate. Last 
year every Classis attained this aceur- 
acy. Let us do it again. The total Sun- 
day Church School enrollment on Blank 
No. 1 and on Blank No. 2 must be iden- 
tical. The total of all Benevolences 
must be the total of the preceding three 
columns of Benevolence. This will in-~ 
sure 100 per cent accuracy for the report 
on Benevolences. This also was 100 per 
cent accurate for last year. 

Both blanks, No. 1 and 2, should be filled 
out fully, noting the spaces to be filled out 
on both sides of each blank. When ecom- 
pleted they should be sent promptly to the 
Stated Clerk of the Classis to which the 
charges belong. The Classical Stated Clerk 
should at once tabulate these reports on 
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Classical Blanks No. 1 and 2. One copy 
of this tabulation, officially signed and seal- 
ed, is to be sent as promptly as possible to 
the Stated Clerk of the General Synod; one 
copy retained by him as his official record, 
and the third copy used for the official re- 
port to the Classis when it meets in annual 
session which many of the Classes have ar- 
ranged to do in January and February of 
the new year. After the Classical tabula- 
tions have been made, the Stated Clerks of 
the several Classes can return the Parochial 
Blanks to the several charges again so that 
the pastors may be able to include them in 
their annual parochial reports to their re- 
spective Classes. In case the Classes should 
see fit to authorize any changes in the 
figures of the Statistical Report, these 
changes, officially reported by the Classical 
Stated Clerk, will be entered in the final re- 
port by the General Synod’s Stated Clerk 
before printing the same. 

The Stated Clerk of the General Synod 
will assemble all the 58 Classical reports as 
rapidly as they are received, according to 
Synodieal relationships, and publish the to- 
tals, as of December 31, 1930, for the entire 
Reformed Church in the U. 8. He will also 
send a copy of the tabulations for each of 
the seven Synods to the respective Synod- 
ical Stated Clerks so that there may be 
complete uniformity in the published statis- 
ties of our Reformed Church. 

In order to prepare these Statistical Ree- 
ords, the Stated Clerk of the General Syn- 
od relies upon the prompt and generously 
minded co-operation of each pastor and 
Classical Stated Clerk and bespeaks for 
them each one the hearty appreciation of 
the entire Reformed Church. The spirit of 
loyal co-operation will again magnify the 
unity and good-will of our chureh and be 
one impressive factor in the practical ob- 
servance of Stewardship Year, Let us 
tackle this task at once with alacrity and 
brotherly good will! 


BERGER MEMORIAL HOME FOR 
THE AGED 


Christmas was a very merry season for 
us at our Home. When you read the pro- 
gram of entertainments that were provided 
for our guests by various groups then you 
will agree with our statement. On Tues- 
day evening, Dec. 16, Miss Alverna Houk 
and her Class of Carmel Presbyterian 
Church, Glenside. Dee. 17, the Olney Male 
Quartette. Dec. 18, Young people of Glen- 
side Reformed. Dee. 24, a real Christmas 
entertainment by a group from Faith 
Church with candy and an orange for 
each guest. These were all thoroughly en- 
joyed by our guests. } 

Our program of services for January is 
as follows: Jan. 4, Rev. M. Samson, D.D.; 
Jan. 11, Rev. A. Y. Holter; Jan. 18, Rev. 
Nevin Bartholomew of Carmel Presbyter- 
ian Chureh; Jan. 25, Rev. Charles F. Free- 
man of Doylestown. We are most grate- 
ful to all of these people who are so help- 
ful to us in our work at the Home. 


Charles B. Alspach, 
Superintendent. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


Our family had a merry Christmas. There 
were a host of friends who made liberal 
contributions to our Christmas cheer. 

First came the annual Christmas festi- 
val Sunday afternoon, Dee. 21. The chil- 
dren of Emmanuel Sunday School, Allen- 
town, appeared in a body and rendered an 
excellent Christmas program. The pastor, 
Rev. W. D. Mathias, delivered an interest- 
ing address. 

The same afternoon a delegation from 
St. Mark’s Sunday School, Reading, ap- 
peared and presented each member of the 
family with a special gift. Members of 
Grace Church, Allentown, and from Beth- 
any Church, Bethlehem, came and pre- 
sented gifts of their Sunday Schools and 
the Schools of Mifflinburg and Selinsgrove 
sent gifts. Numerous individuals and Sun- 
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day School classes also contributed liber- 
ally to the Home during this season. Our 
family hereby expresses its deep apprecia- 
tion. 

A turkey dinner was again provided for 
through the kindness of warm friends of 
the Home, 

Mr. Horace McCready, who operates the 
greenhouse, had charge of the decorations 
and sueceeded, well in beautifying the 
Home parlors with trees and greens. 

Through the radio our family was kept 
in elose touch with the Christmas spirit of 
the outside world. The radio brings us 
daily blessings; but we still marvel at this 
great gift which God has given us to en- 
joy. Through this the best music, and the 
best thought constantly enrich our lives. 
All this prompts us ot say with growing 
earnestness, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


SAME OLD CONFUSION 


Monday morning the newspapers carry 
the announcement that Congressman James 
M. Beck, of Pennsylvania, says the issue 
is not the repeal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment but the Volstead Act. Thursday 
morning, the newspapers announce that 
Mrs. Charles H. Sabin, socially prominent 
New York enemy of Prohibition, declares 
that “repeal” or “no repeal” has become 
the issue. Perhaps tomorrow morning some 
other wet will assert that the Government 
ought to go into the liquor business, while 
two mornings later still another wet will 
insist that the Swedish system of govern- 
ment control of liquor is the only remedy. 

That is precisely the kind of confusion 
which prevails in the ranks of the oppo- 
nents of Prohibition. Instead of approach- 
ing an agreement, the “wets” are grow- 
ing farther apart. Some will be content, 
they say, with light wines and beers. Oth- 
ers contend that just a slight inerease in 
aleoholie content will suffice. A few still 
insist it was a great error that the old 
order with its corner saloon was ever 
changed. 

As a consequence of all this variety of 
ideas and lack of agreement upon any, the 
drys are convinced they are on the right 
track. At least they are in harmony as to 
what they believe to be the best interests 
of the country. What is more, in the face 
of all this confusion among the wets, even 
those persons who for one reason or an- 
other are not satisfied with present condi- 
tions are unwilling to risk a change until 
they know what the substitute is to be. 
However bad they may regard present con- 
ditions, they ean conceive worse ones and 
even chaos if the door is ever opened to a 
group who can agree on no program. 

The American people do not usually 
start on their way until they know where 
they are going—Harrisburg (Pa.) Patriot. 


THE PASTORS’ ANNUAL STATE CON- 
VENTION IN JANUARY 


The Second Annual Pastors’ State Conven- 
tion, under the auspices of the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Churches, will be held in 
Grace M. E. Church, Harrisburg, Monday 
and Tuesday, Jan. 26-27, 1931. The Con- 
vention will begin at 2 P. M., Monday, 
and will close with the evening session, 
Tuesday. The program is an unusually 
strong one and ineludes some of the most 
helpful and outstanding speakers of today. 

During the day sessions, the Five Point 
Program of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches will be considered and developed. 
This program was unanimously adopted at 
the Pastors’ State Convention last January 
and consists of Comity and Missions, Reli- 
gious Edueation, Social Service, Interna- 
tional Relations with Evangelism as the 
Prevailing Motive. Ample time will be 
given for discussion, particularly at the 
informal simultaneous conferences on 
Tuesday. 

In the evenings, Colonel Raymond Rob- 
ins and Rev. Joseph R. Sizoo, D.D., will be 
the speakers. Both of these are so well 
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known as to need no introduction, The 
first will have as his subject “Is Chris- 
tianity Essential for a Democratie Civili- 
zation?” ‘The latter will make the closing 
address of the Convention Tuesday eve- 
ning and his subject will be “The Ro- 
mance of Christian Discipleship.” 

Among other speakers will be Bishop 
William F. MeDowell, D.D., and Bishop 
Edwin Holt: Hughes, D.D., of the Metho- 
dist Church, Rev. William R. King, D.D., 
executive secretary of the Home Missions 
Council, Rev. C. Wallace Petty, D.D., pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, 
who will bring the opening message, Prof. 
Emil E. Fischer, D.D., of the Lutheran 
Seminary, Mt. Airy, Pa., Rev. Harold Me- 
Afee Robinson, D.D., administrative sec- 
retary of the Board of Christian Eduea- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church, Rev. Sid- 
ney L. Gulick, D.D., executive secretary of 
the Commission on International Justice 
and Good-will of the Federal Council of 
Churches, Revs. 8. Charles Hoover, direc- 
tor of the State Survey of the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Churches, Rev. Richard 
E. Shields, executive secretary of the Com- 
munity Church Workers of America, Rev. 
Robert F. Galbreath, D.D., pastor of the 
Bellevue Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, 
Rey. George W. Wellborn, D.D., superin- 
tendent of Christian Education of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Asso- 
ciation, Rey. William J. Lowe, pastor of 
the Federated Church of McConnellsburg, 
Pa., Rev. Charles R. Zahniser, D.D., Pro- 
fessor of Community and Inter-Church Re- 
lations of Boston University. 

The general chairman will be Rev. P. W. 
Snyder, D.D., president of the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Churches, and the vice- 
chairman, who will also preside, will be 
Rey. John Henry Harms, D.D., president of 
the Philadelphia Federation of Churches, 
and Rey. William I. Wishart, D.D., presi- 
dent of the Pittsburgh Council of Churches. 

Besides these, other ministers will be on 
the program, representing practically all 
of the more prominent denominations of 
the State. These denominations have ap- 
pointed official delegates on the basis of 
two ministers for every 5,000 communicant 
members or major fraction thereof, for 
whom seats will be reserved. All minis- 
ters, however, will be welcome and pastors 
are requested to bring laymen and lay- 
women from their Churches. A conference 
for women will be held Tuesday at noon. 
The registration fee for the Convention 
will be $1. 

The Protestant Church has not had for 
many years such an opportunity as now 
confronts it. Religious leaders everywhere 
are feeling the tendency toward making 
religion more personal and vital. With the 


-more serious thinking promoted by eco- 


nomie conditions, what could be more im- 
portant and appropriate than for members 
of the Protestant Churches of the State to 
gather for prayer and conference. One of 
the most important parts of the program 
will be a Period for Confession and Inter- 
cession led by Rev. Floyd W. Tomkins, 
D.D., of Philadelphia. 


The presidents of the various Classes in 
Pennsylvania have again been requested 
to appoint their respective quotas of volun- 
teer delegates, as many of them did last 
year. Pastors and congregations are ask- 
ed to join with thousands of others 
throughout Pennsylvania in special prayer 
for this Convention so that, as representa- 
tives of the different denominations meet 
“with one accord” and “in prayer” there 
may come that inflow of spiritual power 
whereby alone our gatherings and pro- 
grams become energized for building 
Christ’s Kingdom here in this land which 
God has given us. J Roser 
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Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 20 


NINETEEN THIRTY-ONE 


BEHEADED WORD NEW YEAR’S 
GREETING 


1. Behead what is precious and get an 
organ of the head. 

2. Behead three times what you cannot 
have too many of and get the things 
that are final. 

3. Curtail the name of a month afd get 
the name of a parent. 

4, Behead that location and get this loca- 
tion. Behead it and get the poetic for 
“sooner than.” 

5. Behead this word and only a 
remains. 

6. Behead a multitude and see if you can 
find any. 

7. And now—Curtail this one twice and 
instead of cheerful and joyous you find 
a Seotch name for a quilt or covering. 
Curtail it and you get an exclamation. 

8. Behead twice when one comes back and 
you find many of them in life’s path- 
way. Behead and find large vases. 


* * * 


vowel 


My whole is the “Messenger’s” greeting 
to all of its readers. 

Use the whole of each first word to form 
the Greeting. A. M. §. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


ANOTHER DOOR 


Text, Revelation 3:8, “Behold, I have 
set before thee a door opened, which none 
can shut.” 

Today is the beginning of a New Year. 
I want to help to make it a happy one for 
you. A New Year is a new door opening 
to you which leads you into the future. 
No man can shut the door which God 
opens. The days will come and go, and 
the years will pass, no matter what men 
may do to stop them. A poet once cried 
out, 

“Backward, turn backward, O Time, in thy 
flight; 
Make me a child again just for tonight.” 

But time could not turn backward to 
gratify his wish. Only in imagination and 
memory could he go back to his childhood. 

No doubt a year seems long to most of 
you who are in the period of childhood 
and youth. It seems a long time to you 
since the door of the New Year opened a 
year ago. Now another open door is set 
before you and you think the twelve 
months and the three hundred and sixty- 
five days are a long time to look forward 
to. But to most of us, who have passed 
the meridian of life, every year seems 
shorter than the preceding one, and it 
does not seem so long from one New Year 
to another. Za 


Another door is set opened betore us, 
and none of us can shut it. We must 
therefore go in and do our best to make 
it a happy and a useful year. We do not 
know what the year may have in store 


“at the same time. 


for us, but we know that we have One 
with us who can make everything work 
out for our good if we put our trust in 
Him, 

I have read of a young girl who on 
tacking up a new wall calendar, bearing 
the figures of a New Year upon it, said, 
with a tone of assurance in her voice, 
“Tt is going to be a beautiful year.” A 
friend standing by heard the girl’s predic- 
tion concerning the nature of the coming 
year, and, being curious to know what was 
in her mind, she asked, “How do you know 
it is going to be a beautiful year? A year 
is a long time.” “Well,” she said, “a day 
isn’t a long time, and I know it is going 
to be beautiful because I am going to 
take a day at a time to make it so. Years 
are only days, when you come right down 
to it, and I am going to see that every 
single one of these three hundred and 
sixty-five days gets at least one beautiful 
thing into it.” 

We sometimes speak of the New Year 
as “turning a new leaf.” Life is thought 
of as a volume consisting of as many 
leaves as there are years, and the opening 
of each year is like the turning of another 
leaf. Often the leaf of the past year is 
full of blots and mistakes and failures, 
and we heave a sigh of regret as we turn 
it and a sigh of relief as we turn over a 
new leaf. 

Miss Laura E. Richards, thinking of the 
year as a book, has written a poem about 
the turning of the leaves, of which the 
first stanza is as follows: 

“Now, what is the noise?” said the glad 
New Year, 

“Now what is that singular sound I hear? 

As if all the paper in all the world 

Were rattled and shaken and twisted and 
twirled.” 

“Oh! that,’ said the jolly old Earth, “is 
the noise 

Of all my children, both girls and boys, 

A turning over their leaves so new 

And all to do honor, New Year, to you.” 

The page of the New Year, that is so 
beautiful and white and fair, ought to be 
kept as clean as possible, not marred and 
blotted with the same blunders we made 
last year. 

Just as often, however, do we speak of 
the New Year as the opening of a door, 
and it is this thought which we want to 
keep in mind at this time, because it is 
the thought of our text. 

The Latin word for door is “Janua.” 
From this came the name of Janus, ancient 
Roman god of all beginnings. Janus was 
represented as having two faces, that he 
might look both backward and forward 
He presided over gate- 
ways, bridges, doors, and entrances of 
every kind. In his honor the first month 
of the year was called January. 

January is the month of beginnings, .the 
door of the year. Another door of oppor- 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


If one is only a trifie short of 
enough ideas to justify his conver- 
sation, he need use an oath only once 
in several sentences, but occasional- 
ly we find a person who has so little 
to express, yet so uncontrollable a 
desire to keep his tongue in motion, 
that the little solid matter of 
thought may be said to be in solu- 
tion in the stream of profanity. 


tunity is opened to you today. If you 
failed to do your best in your lessons or 
your work during the year which has just 
closed, you ought to make up your mind 
that you will do better this year. Lost 
time will never come back to you, but is 
lost forever. But you can see to it that 
you do not waste the time which this year 
brings you. 

Many a person has lost a great deal in 
life by not taking advantage of the oppor- 
tunities which offered themselves. It is 
said that a certain artist asked permission 
to paint a portrait of Queen Victoria. 
He knew that if he succeeded it would 
mean a fortune to him. The gracious 
Queen granted the favor, <A time and 
place were fixed for the meeting. At the 
appointed place and time the Queen was 
present, but the artist was not there; he 
was not ready yet. When he did arrive 
the Queen had left, leaving this message 
for him, that she would not return. He 
lost the opportunity of a life time. 

“Oh, if I could live my life over again,” 
says one, “how differently I would act.” 
But you cannot live it over again. The 
only thing you can do is to live today as 
well as you can, making each day as beau- 
tiful as possible, and you will not need to 
waste your time later on in idle regret. 


You, children of today, have many op- 
portunities which your fathers and mothers 
did not enjoy. You are living in a differ- 
ent world, which has been made different 
by the electric light, the automobile, the 
moving pictures, the radio, the airplane, 
and other wonderful inventions and dis- 
coveries. You ought therefore to make 
greater progress in your studies and in 
your other preparations for life’s work, 
and ought to be able to live on a higher 
plane of goodness and efficiency. Every- 
thing is in your favor. If you will begin 
today to make this year the best year of 
your life thus far and the promise of 
better things to follow, you will be able 
to prepare yourself for a good and useful 
life which will be a satisfaction to your- 
self, a blessing to others, and an honor to 
your God. A 

Whether this year will be a good year, 
a happy year, a beautiful year, will de- 
pend more upon yourself than upon any 
one else. Go through this door of oppor- 
tunity firmly resolved that with the help 
of God you will do your part to make the 
year all that is desired, and to make it a 
preparation for a triumphant entrance 
through the other doors of opportunity 
which God will open before you in life. 


I will close with a poem which is noted 
more for its rhyme than its rhythm, and 
more for its homely phrases than its 
lofty diction, but whose sentiments are 
in harmony with what I have told you. 


“The past is gone—gone forever— 
Hereafter to return never. 

Today’s sorrow, coming after 

On the morrow may be laughter. 

And hate and scorn born of today, 
On the morrow may pass away. 
Sorrow and grief bear many tears, 
Which pass away with coming years. 
Looking backward, ever we see 

Fair times that still we wish to be. 
But in the past was toil and pain 

We wish not to return again. 

On through the past Time us has led; 
We cannot turn, the past is dead. 
And there is hope of greater things, 
Than looking back now ever brings. 
Therefore in time that is before, 
Strive on and on—look back no more, 
Achieve above things that were last; 
Let NOW excel the fading Past.” 
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The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D. D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 5-11 


Practical Thought: Jesus advaneed in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and men. Luke 2:52. 


Memory Hymn: “Standing at the Portal 
of the Opening Year.” 


Monday—tThe Birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1-7. 

The childhood of Jesus is the topie for 
consideration this week. Very little is 
known of the early life of Jesus. Only 
two of the gospels (Matthew and Luke) 
tell the story of the birth of Jesus. For 
our Christmas meditation we studied the 
same Scripture passages. However, these 
beautiful stories never grow old. They 
have a peculiar fascination for us. One 
fact that must not be lost sight of, a fact 
to which our attention is directed in both 
accounts, is the careful preparation that 
was made for the greatest event in the 
world’s history—the birth of Jesus. Al- 
though the voice of prophecy in Israel had 
¢eeased, yet the Messianic Hope was kept 
alive. “When the fulness of time came, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
torn under the law.” Gal 4:4. Thus Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem. 

Prayer: 

“O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
‘Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
‘The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight.” Amen, 


Tuesday—tThe Visit of the Shepherds 
Luke 2:8-20. 


Yesterday our attention was directed to 
the fact that Jesus did not come as a sur- 
prise, for His coming had been announced 
‘by prophets and He was expected by the 
faithful. The good news of the birth of 
the Saviour was brought first to the shep- 
herds in the fields of Bethlehem. What a 
wonderful message that was: “Be not 
afraid—I bring you good tidings of great 
joy. Unto you is born this day a Saviour.” 
very word of this message is important. 
How comprehensive, how comforting! The 
‘simple shpeherds were startled by seeing 
the heavenly vision, however the message 
weassured them. The singing of the heaven- 
ly choir filled their hearts with peace and 
joy. They hastened and found their way 
to the stable, verified the good news of 
the angel’s message and then returned to 
their flocks, “making known the saying 
which was spoken to them about this 
child.” Thus they became messengers of 
the gospel story. 

Prayer: 

“It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 

To touch their hards of gold: 


‘Peace on the earth, good-will to men, 
From heay’n’s all-glorious King:’ 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing.” Amen. 


“Wednesday—tThe Presentation at Jerusalem 
Luke 2:22-32. 

We are following the account given by 
Luke. After the circumcision on the 
eighth day, when the child was named 
Jesus, the parents in due time took the 
child to the temple in Jerusalem for the 
double rite of purifying the mother and 
redeeming the firstborn. Jesus was born 
under the law, Paul tells us, and the par- 
ents faithfully observed all the require- 
ments of the law. Our interest, however, 
tis centered in the two pious people, Simeon 
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and Anna, who with many others were 
waiting for the consolation of Israel. 
Simeon had been guided by the Spirit to 
the temple at this time. Taking the child 
Jesus into his arms he sang his song: 
“Now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace.” In this song there is sounded the 
note of hope for the world. The salvation 
is for all people. 

Prayer: This morning we lift up our 
hearts to Thee, O God, in thanksgiving for 
all Thy loving kindnesses, which are new 
every day. Thou dost daily load us with 
benefits. Help us to show our apprecia- 
tion in our lives. Amen, 


Thursday—tThe Visit of the Wise Men 
Matt. 2:1-12. 

Much has been made of this simple 
story. Tradition has added many things, 
even the number and names of the wise 
men are given and their long journey has 
been described in detail. In reality, how- 
ever, nothing is known of these men ex- 
cept what is briefly recorded in Matthew. 
Yet the lessons they bring to us are im- 
portant and full of meaning. They were 
heathen and their hearts were longing 
for a manifestation from heaven. They 


WHY “WET”? 


I fain would know the reason 
That so many folks are ‘wet’; 
When most concur the “dry” way 
Is the sanest way found yet. 


To get drunk isn’t laudable 
For one of human kind; 

No man is proud of sinning, 
If normal is his mind. 


If all mankind pretending 

To walk the narrow way, 

Were true to self and others 
And their conscience would obey, 


Few men, I’m sure, would wobble 
On the pedestal they stand; 
Instead would guide the doubters 
With a friendly sort o’ hand. 


Rum tends to make a demon 
Of the man who doth imbibe; 
Wrings from him an ugliness 
The sober man would hide. 


Booze never made a gentleman— 
It drags man in the mire; 

Man cannot be a boozer 

And hope to ’scape its fire. 


Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


studied the signs in the heavens and they 
followed the gleam of the star, however 
faint and imperfect that sign may have 
been. Then too, they searched diligently, 
and after they had found the new-born 
King: “they fell down and worshipped 
Him, and opening their treasures they of- 
fered Him gifts.’ What an inspiration 
they are to us in these noble traits. If 
we live up to the light that we have God 
will lead us onward and upward and re- 
veal Himself to us. 

Prayer: Repeat the Lord’s Prayer in 
unison. 


Friday—The Sojourn in Egypt 
Matt. 2:13-23. 


The wisemen after worshipping the new- 
born King, were warned by God not to re- 
turn to Herod, so they departed another 
way into their own country. Failing to 
receive a report from the wise men, 
Herod’s hatred was stirred to a rage and 
the massacre of the innocents followed. 
The eruel King was sure that his rival 
would be put out of the way. However, 
this reckoning was made without God. 
Joseph, warned in a dream, had taken 
Mary and her child to Egypt. No doubt 
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the gifts of the wise men had provided 
ample means for this journey. Matthew 
sees in all these things a fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. This is character- 
istic of our Evangelist. The lesson for us 
in this ineident is plain. God takes care of 
His own and in His own way provides 
ways and means to carry out His plan, 
What is necessary on our part is a will- 
ingness to follow His divine leading. 
Prayer: Our Father in heaven, we thank 
Thee for all Thou doest for us day by day. 
We know that all things work together for 
good to those who love Thee. Help us to 
glorify Thee in everything. Amen. 


Saturday—tThe Boy Jesus 
Luke 2:40-52. 

After the death of King Herod, Joseph, 
instead of returning to Bethlehem, took 
his family to Nazareth. It is in this place 
that Jesus spent His childhood. The record 
in Luke is important both for what it tells 
us and for what it omits. The record 
proves that Jesus had a genuine human 
childhood and a normal development. He 
was made like unto us in all things, sin 
excepted. He began His earthly career 
like other men and grew through boyhood 
and youth into manhood. Those were long 
years of patient waiting and physical, 
mental, spiritual and social growth. Due 
to the fine training at home and in the 
synagogue His knowledge of Seripture in- 
creased, and with it the consciousness of 
His peeuliar relation to God. Notwith- 
standing this, and just because of it, Jesus 
went down to Nazareth and was subject 
to His parents. His obedience was a will- 
ing and self-sacrificing one. In this He 
sets youth a noble example. 

Prayer: Lord God, Thou hast brought 
us through this week in safety. We are 
monuments of Thy grace and of Thy love. 
Our times are in Thy hands. We thank 
Thee for all that Thou art and for that 
Thou doest for us in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Sunday—tThe Beneficent Rule of Christ 
Tsans-9: 


In this beautiful passage we have a 
description of the person, the equipment 
and the influence of the Messiah. He 
springs from the royal family of David— 
He is David’s greater son and as such has 
supernatural qualities, for the spirit of 
Jehovah rests upon Him. This is “the 
spirit of wisdom and discernment, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah” 
(verse 2). He will not need to depend on 
mere appearances, nor on the testimony 
of men, for He will know how to judge. 
Righteousness and faithfulness are His 
outstanding characteristics. These are His 
girdle. His influence will bring about 
wonderful changes—the very nature of 
things will be transformed. How this ecor- 
responds with what the gospels tell us 
about Jesus! John says Jesus knew what 
was in man, He went about doing good. 
He is our peace. 

Prayer: O Lord, our Lord, how exeellent 
is Thy name in all the earth. We would 
hallow Thy name this day and dedicate 
ourselves anew to the task Thou hast 
assigned to us. Give us a rich measure of 
Thy spirit and of Thy love for His sake 
who loved us and give Himself for us. 
Amen. 


AND HONEY COMBS 


A humorist saw an announcement in a 
hardware store, “iron sinks,” and he went 
in and told the man that he knew iron sank, 

“Yes,” said the man, “and time flies, 
but wine vaults, grass slopes, and music 
stands; Niagara falls, moonlight walks, 
sheep run, and holiday trips; scandal 
spreads, standard weights, India rubber 
tires, the organ stops, and the whole world 
goes round, trade returns.” 

“Yes,” said the humorist, “and marble 
busts.’—New Haven Journal-Courier. 
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CURING JOHN WESLEY 


A correspondent sends the following, 
which is interesting and amusing: “Some 
few years ago, when taking duty one Sun- 
day at Bishop Burton, near Beverley, in 
Yorkshire, I was interested, and not a 
little surprised, to find on a large -wall- 
bracket in the vestry of the Church there 
an excellent life-sized bust of John Wes- 
ley, carved in wood, and upon inquiry I 
discovered its unique history. ‘The great 
missioner once came to Bishop Burton, 
where he preached under a spreading elm 
tree. Year by year for generations, on 
that date, an anniversary was kept under 
the same tree, till in the course of time, 
about the year 1825, the aged tree was at 
last blown down in a wild storm. As a 
consequence of this, and in order to pre- 
serve some continued connection between 
Wesley’s visit and the venerable elm tree, 
the squire of the parish (Mr. Richard 
Watt) had a bust of the famous preacher 
carved from a portion of the tree trunk, 
and this statue was placed in the local 
Wesleyan chapel. Many years after (in 
1895) the bust found its way into a sale 
which was got up to help pay the expenses 
of a general restoration and redecoration 
of the chapel. By a curious coincidence the 
carving was purchased by the vicar of the 
parish for 2 pounds, and he was afterwards 
fond, in his kindly humorous way, of 
twitting his Wesleyan friends with selling 
their master for forty pieces of silver. 

“The story had yet another chapter to 
run, because the vicar, upon receipt of 
the bust, found that it was badly worm- 
eaten, a fact which seemed to him to have 
been perhaps the chief reason why the 
figure was ever allowed to find a place in 
the sale. However, so interested was he 
in his purchase, that he sent away the 
carving to be treated by a competent firm 
of wood-workers, and in due course it was 
returned, looking as good as new. But 
judge of the good vicar’s surprise when he 
discovered that the foreman charged with 
the job, after soaking the bust for a 
month in a cask of paraffin, had entered 
up the following item on his time-sheet: 
‘To rebaptizing John Wesley, and curing 


him for worms, 25 shillings’.” 


—TIrish Christian Advocate. 


A Hebrew attended the funeral of a 
multi-millionaire, and throughout the rites 
cried as if his heart would break. 

“What are you crying for, Abie?” asked 
a friend. “He wasn’t a relative of yours.” 

“Dots why I’m erying,” sobbed Abie, in 
a fresh outburst of grief. 


A great many well-meaning folk talk 
about the value of saving; that’s jawbone. 
Some folks wish they had saved or were 
saving; that’s wishbone. A few people 
resolve to begin saving now and do it; 
that’s backbone.—Silent Partner. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


What a thrill it was to step aboard “The 
Spirit of New York”! And how glad I 
am that so many fathers and mothers are 
taking their sons and daughters across that 
very gangplank, down at the foot of Mark- 
et street, in Philadelphia. And we could- 
n't get enough of it, could we? (That’s 
why I borrowed pencil and paper from the 
man who sells the pictures, and made the 
trip all over again, and by myself.) We 
liked the live dogs, didn’t we,—St. Lu- 
naire, Awtarctica and all the rest; the 
gulls, the penguins, the crab-eater seals; 
the sledges; fur clothing, wind suits, cari- 
bou trail and ski boots; man-hauling har- 
ness, kites and Alpine ropes; the chart 
room and radio; bunks; the galley and 
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powdered milk and pemican (chocolate), 
Eskimo biscuits and de-hy-drated soups, 
vegetables and cranberries; and for a long, 
long time we stood before that wondrous 
model of the greatest camp in the history 
of explorers. But what we shall remem- 
ber longest are the scars of that great 
ship of Norwegian pitch pine, the gleam 
in the eyes of our explorer guide, and... 
and Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Prayer at 
Evening,” which we found framed in Com- 
mander Byrd’s sleeping quarters: 


“We come before Thee, O Lord, in the 
end of Thy day with thanksgiving. Our 
guard is relieved. The service of the day 
is over, and the hour come to rest. We re- 
sign into Thy hands our sleeping bodies, 
our cold hearths, and open doors. Give 
us to awake with smiles. Give us to labour 
smiling. As the sun returns in the East 


A Few of Admiral Byrd’s Pets 


so let our patience be renewed with dawn; 
as the sun lightens the world, so let our 
loving kindness make bright this house of 
our habitation.” 

Nor can we Birthday Club boys and 
girls begin this New Year in a finer way, 
than by striving to do what Commander 
3yrd and his noble men have done,—to 
face new tasks with a gleam in the eye 
and a prayer in the heart,—not one bit 
afraid of scars. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


WE MAKE A PICTURE BOOK FOR 
ELIZABETH 


By Deborah Fisher 


Elizabeth is four and like most other 
little girls of that age delights in pic- 
tures, especially those in “pitty colors”; 
so when we made a picture book for Eliza- 
beth, we discarded all our black and white 
pictures and used only our carefully hoard- 
ed colored ones. 

But first, may we tell you about the 
book itself? We used strong, brown Wrap- 
ping paper for our pages. The neutral 
color of the paper made an excellent back- 
ground for the pictures. Then, too, the 
brown does not show baby finger-marks as 
a light paper would do. The big sheets 
were folded, creased very thoroughly, and 
then torn along the creases. These torn 
edges do not have the trim appearance of 
cut edges, but they eliminate the danger 
of painful paper cuts on baby fingers, and, 
we thought, have a certain unfinished 
charm of their own. 

The pages in Elizabeth’s book were to 
be twelve by eighteen inches, so our big 
sheets were torn twenty-four by eighteen 
inches to make double sheets. We pre- 
pared ten of these, folded each down the 
center, and then one inside the other in 
book form. To hold them together, we 
stitched them down the center of the mid- 


dle sheet by hand, using a darning needle’ 


and black waxed thread and making the 
stitches about an inch long. 
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For covers, we used two sheets of stiff 
cardboard, each thirteen and a half by 
twenty-two inches. We had purchased 
cardboard that was covered on one side 
with brilliant scarlet moire paper. This 
covered side was used for the outside. On 
the inside of these cardboards, we painted 
a two-and-one-half inch border of soft 
cream, The two separate half covers were 
then joined on the outside with a strip of 
narrow, black adhesive tape, the black on 
the scarlet proving most effective. To 
fasten the book to the cover, we pasted the 
first page to the front cover and the last 
page to the back cover. 

And now we were ready for the pictures 
that Elizabeth would love best. We had 
been saving them for months, brilliantly 
colored advertisement pictures cut from 
magazines, pictures used to _ illustrate 
stories, and, rarest and most precious of 
all, animal pictures. We had babies of 
every age and description, doing all the 
correct baby things—playing with their 
toes, drinking milk, reaching for their dad- 
dies, learning to walk. There were babies 
awake and babies asleep, and one adorable 
set of twins, gazing wide-eyed at this won- 
derful world that brought a gurgle of 
ecstasy from Elizabeth. 

Then came pictures of little girls and 
boys, with their mothers, with their fathers, 
with both parents. There was a little girl 
with her grandmother, a boy with his: 
grandfather, children with dogs, children 
at a party, at a picnic, at home on a rainy 
day; children in the country, in the eity, 
at the seashore, at the farm; a little boy’s 
playroom and a little girl with her family 
of dolls. ; 

Children of other lands followed these. 
The Dutch children we found illustrating 
a story in a popular magazine. The Indiaw 
children were in an advertisement for a 
certain make of automobile. Then there 
were Eskimos, little southern pickaninnies, 
daimty, doll-like Chinese and shy French 
peasant boys and girls. 

Our animal pictures came next. We had 
cows—hbeautiful cows they were—grazing 
peacefully in a clover field, horses with 
their heads up and tails streaming in the 
wind, a baby lamb with its mother, an . 
adorable, disreputable goat and a family 
of pigs so realistic we almost heard them 
squeal, 

Then transportation pictures — an air- 
plane, a railroad train, automobiles, street 
cars, buses, steamships, camels and donkeys 
—dozens of them. 

Elizabeth loves her picture book. She 
croons over the babies and follows with 
intense interest all the doings of the boys: 
and, girls in the picture world. She plans 
long trips on the airplane and the steam- 
ships to the countries where the strange 
little children live. But the animal piec- 
tures have a special place in her heart. 
We’ve never yet found anything quite as 
satistying as Elizabeth’s long “Oh-h!” of 
delight when she comes to the page where 
the little pigs live with their mother. 


Elizabeth is interested, too, in the way 
the book was made. She has asked many 
questions about it and wants magazine 
pictures saved for a book which she her- 
self plans to make. And this second vol- 
ume, even though it should lack some of 
the intrinsic charm of the first, will, with- 
out doubt, bring even more satisfaction. 
There is so much joy for a child in doing 
things and in being ‘able to say, “I made 
it myself.” 


“Many a student in his advanced years 
of schooling owes his high standing and 
his appreciation of learning to the start 
he obtained in the kindergarten. A child 
is fortunate to have such an opportunity.” 
—R. M. Black, President, State Normal 
and Industrial School, Ellendale, North 
Dakota. 

If there is no public school kindergarten 
in your community, the National Kinder- 
garten Association, 8 West Fortieth Street,. 
New York, will tell you how to secure one= — 
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A NEW YEAR’S WISH 


By Rose Brooks 
Bruce Carlton, on ‘the first school day 
after the Christmas vacation, plumped his 


bag of schoolbooks down on the last 
vacant seat of the home-bound suburban 
train, and, with equal vigor, plumped him- 
self down by the window, beside them. 
“Same old grind! Same old books! Same 
old everything! Wish I never had to go to 
school another day!” Bruce, to the un- 
happiness of his family, had made so poor 
a showing in his first year of high school 
that he had been sent on trial to a boys’ 
school in the nearby city. 

“Perhaps other surroundings, other com- 
panions, will wake him up,” said Father. 

“Perhaps,’ Mother had echoed doubt- 
fully. “Something has got to wake him 
up. But in cases like this—” 

“Bruce isn’t a case,” said Father, trying 
to cheer her out of her worries. 

Mother smiled feebly and went on: “It 
will be some outside thing—something we 
haven’t planned—that will some day turn 
the trick. That’s always the way.” 

“We certainly have planned our hard- 
est,” agreed Father. “And I’ll admit—” 
Leaving that sentence unfinished, he went 
on: “Let’s believe in the unseen, unknown 
miracle, then! Let’s believe it will wake 
him up this new year. J guess you’re right. 
His mind seems closed to our plans for 
him. He’s got to wake up from inside 
himself.” 

So, on this first afternoon of the new 
school year, Bruce looked gloomily out of 
the window, speculating darkly on what 
short cuts to attainment a boy might take 
which would obviate all further inter- 
course with books. 


“Choice scenery,” he muttered to him- 
self, as he looked upon mile after mile of 
unlovely back yards, and layers of tene- 
ment back porches strung with bedraggled 
washings and clambering children. 

Suddenly three muffled toots from the 
engine caught his straying attention, and, 
as if in answer, a boy put his head out 
of a window in one of the endless tene- 


ments they were passing, and waved 
joyously. 
“Wonder if he was answering those 


engine toots!” Bruce was miraculously 
transformed into an alert, interested boy. 
“Sick. I could see his bed pulled up close 
to that window.” Bruce, craning his head 
‘out of his own window, hoped for another 
glimpse of a face that, in one fleeting 
minute, had stamped itself on his mind. 
“But what’s he so happy about. if he’s as 
sick as he looks? Never saw anybody 
look happier.”  Bruce’s thoughts, as, 
twenty minutes later, he jumped off at his 
station, were in a strange tangle. But his 
curiosity was roused, and he determined 
to watch for that smiling face the next 
afternoon. 

Sure enough, the next day, Bruce, eager- 
ly watching the backs of tenements which 
were bewilderingly alike, heard again the 
three soft, quick toots; saw again the 
gay, white face of the sick boy as he 
leaned from bed to wave. But this time, 
there was an added mystery. Besides the 
gay salute, the boy nodded vigorously, and 
pointed down to the little square of squalid 
back yard directly under his window. 

Bruce, leaning far out of his window, 
peered down; but of course, by that time, 
another back yard, exactly like the sick 
boy’s, met his eyes. “Well!” he muttered, 
pulling in his head and rubbing a cinder 
out of his eyes, “I’m going to find out 
about this.” 

Not being by any means a dullard, 
Bruce knew as well as anyone could have 
told him that the easiest way to solve 
his mystery would be to arrive at the 
station next day early enough to stroll 
past the engine and make friends with 
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the engineer who signalled the boy by 
engine toots. But Bruce, obeying a hid- 
den law of the masculine mind, preferred 
to find out for himself, rather than ask 
anyone any question, unless driven by 
absolute necessity. 

So, on the next afternoon, he resolved, 
at the engine’s signal, to watch the tiny 
square of back yard under the boy’s win- 
dow rather than to watch for the boy. 

“How he ever knows when to toot!” 
thought Bruce, leaning out of his window 
miles, so it seemed, before the eurving 
road brought the right tenement house into 
view. “Look as much alike as—’ The 
three toots interrupted his thoughts, and 
Bruce’s eyes were quick enough this time 
to see a parcel drop neatly into the back 
yard, and also, before the train made the 
next curve, to catch a glimpse of the boy’s 
radiant face. 

“Well!” said Bruce to himself. 
after a full minute, “Well! 
good shot myself.” 


The next’ afternoon, Bruce reached the 


And, 
I’m a pretty 


A BOOK OF “HOWLERS” 


“Charlie Chaplin was an actor. He now 
preaches to soldiers and sailors,’ is one 
of the delightful howlers in a new “Book 
of Howlers” just published in London. 
Other selections are: 

“A miracle is something mother does not 
understand. 

“Elisha was the 
widow’s mite. 

“The prevailing religion of England is 
hypocrisy. 

“The chairman replied in a few appro- 
priated words.” 


man who raised the 


station in time to stroll down the plat- 
form to the engine. Leaning from the 
engine ¢ab was a grey-haired, blue-jump- 
ered engineer who met Bruce’s upward 
glance with a friendly smile. 

“Pleasant, too,” was Bruce’s instant sum- 
ming up. “Same pleasant look that sick 
boy has. Wonder what they’re so happy 
about!” 


When the train started, Bruce, alert at 
his window, proved, at the engine’s signal, 
now grown familiar, that he was indeed 
a good shot. Pitching a brown-wrapped 
parcel out of the window, he saw it land 
plump in the middle of the dingy little 
back yard, and was just in time, before 
the train whisked him out of view, to 
catch a glimpse of the surprise on the 
sick boy’s face, as he looked downward at 
this unexpected gift from the sky. 


Saturday came next, and Bruce, to his 
mother’s astonishment, instead -of dashing 
off on his bieyele, hung around uneasily 
for the postman, and even ran down the 
block when that blue-clad figure came in 
sight. 


And yes, there it was, the letter to 
himself that he hoped for. Tearing it 
open, he read: 


“Dear Bruce: 

I never had such a nice surprise as when 
you threw that puzzle and book into my 
back yard yesterday. How did you know 
about me? My father always toots his 
engine to me, and sometimes he throws 
old magazines that get left in the train, 
to me. It’s more fun to get them that 
way than to wait for him to bring them 
at night. And I liked your letter best of 
all, and if you would come to see me, I'd 
like that better than anything. It’s num- 
ber 27 Grant Avenue. 

Your unknown friend, 


Jerry Lane.” 


into the door- 
“Ym going 


“Mother!” Bruce burst 
way and handed her the mail. 
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to see a sick friend of mine down on 
Grant Avenue. Got any old magazines? 
Oh, I know, V’ll take some from the pile 
down cellar. Yes, Vl be back for lunch.” 

“Grant Avenue? Who’s sick?” Mrs. 
Carlton called down the cellar stairs, but 
Bruce was already pedaling out of the 
driveway, 

Arrived at Number 27, Bruce pressed 
the bell-button and then wondered desper- 
ately why he had come and what in the 
world he should say. But the door clicked 
open from above and there was nothing 
for it but to mount the stairs. 

“One more flight!” A woman’s pleasant 
voice guided him from the second to the 
third floor, and Jerry’s mother, waiting 
for him, smiled as pleasantly as the rest 
of the family, so Bruce inwardly appraised 
her. 

“Jerry can’t wait to see you. He has 
never had anything so pleasant and excit- 
ing in all the years he has been in bed.” 

“Years!” gasped Bruce, but the next 
minute he was in Jerry’s clean, bare room, 
sitting down awkwardly in the chair Mrs. 
Lane drew to the bedside for him, before 
she vanished, to leave the two boys com- 
fortably alone. 

And left thus to themselves, inside an 
hour there was little the two boys didn’t 
know about each other, 

“Three years in bed!” said Bruce, after 
Jerry had told him of the fall which had 
so hurt his spine. “I think I’m killed if I 
land in bed for three days.” 

“Oh, well!” Jerry smiled as he spoke. 
“You get used to it. And there’s lots of 
time to do things.” 

“Do things?” repeated Bruce blankly, 
wondering what on earth he should find to 
do, if he were anchored in bed for three 
months, let alone three years. 

“Well, mostly books, of course,” ad- 
mitted Jerry. “Anybody can get books 
out of a library, whether he’s in bed or 
out, Never knew what fun books are, till 
I got laid up.” 

Bruce, staring, was suddenly ashamed 
of his own unfriendliness toward books. 
What be said was: “What kind do you 
like? I’ve got lots at home I’d like to lend 
you. Stories, or what?” 

“Stories are great,” said Jerry. “But 
’ve got to study, haven’t I? The doctor 
doesn’t know yet whether I’ve got to stay 
in bed always or not. But there are plenty 
of things you can be if you get stuck in 
bed.” 

“Are there?” asked Bruce. “What?” 

“Well,” went on Jerry cheerfully, but 
a little shyly, as if so great a confidence 
must be made carefully, “I’m going to be 
an architect.” 

Bruce, seeing in an inward flash the 
endless row of cheap, hideous tenements 
in which this boy lived, was stricken to 
complete silence. 

As if reading his thoughts, Jerry went 
on: “Now you take this mile of houses 
along here. Ever see anything so homely? 
Comfortable enough,” he added, as if in 
quick loyalty to his home. “But why can’t 
they be better looking? Ever try to draw 
a house?” 

Bruce shook his head. 

“My father’s making me a bed table I 
can draw on. I’ve got lots of plans in my 
head I want to draw. What are you going 
to be?” he asked suddenly. 

And Bruce’s amazing answer was: “I 
was kicking about being anything. Maybe 
school’s not so bad, after all.” 

A month later, Bruce brought home a 
much improved school report. 


“Thank goodness!” said Mrs. Carlton, 
heartily, as she ran her eye over it. 

“You'd better thank Jerry,” said Bruce 
with manly honesty. 


Talking together that evening, Mr. Carl- 
ton said: “I always knew the lad would 
wake up in time, though he has slumbered 
longer than most. You can’t get them 
going. They’ve got to start up their own 
machinery for themselves.” 


20 REFORMED 


“And I always said,’ Mrs. Carlton re- 
minded him, “that it would be something 
unexpected that would strike the spark. 
But who could ever have dreamed of such 
a miracle as Bruce’s finding Jerry for a 
friend?” 

“The method of finding him was un- 
usual,” said Mr. Carlton, laughing. “But 
they’re real friends, those two. The 
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world’s a new place for both of them.” 


“Well,” said Mrs. Carlton happily, “my 
very best New Year’s wish for every drift- 
ing boy is that he may wake up, from the 
inside—be his own compass, instead of an 
unwilling. pawn. And wake up through 
such a friendship! What greater miracle 
could there be?” Happiness shone in her 
face. 
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Could Bruce and Jerry have heard them, 
they doubtless would have paid scant heed 
to their words. For they were happy in 
their own new world, entirely absorbed 
in plans Jerry had tried for a month to 
work out. 

“Funny if we both turned out to be 
architects, wouldn’t it?” said Bruce. 


(All rights reserved.) 
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The First All-Together for 1931. Aim: 
all the women in the Church in a Chris- 
tian Fellowship Congress early in March. 
Why? To stimulate concern over the faulty 
connection between vibrant Christianity 
and enrollment on the Church register. 
There is a difference and mighty few wo- 
men are really concerned over the differ- 
ence. In recognition of Stewardship Year 
plans are underway for neighboring com- 
munities to meet together in a service of 
inspiration and worship, with a massed 
choir composed of the choirs of the rep- 
resented churches and two persons to make 
addresses. The service shall be on Sunday 
afternoon at such hour as not to interfere 
with stated services of worship. This is 
not just another meeting. It is the first 
ever called for all women of the churches. 
The Congress will be a failure if the wo- 
men accustomed to attend classical meet- 
ings do not make themselves responsible 
for the women who never attend any ser- 
vice outside the local Church. . . . Remem- 
ber early March: The Christian Fellowship 
Congress. ees 

Visioning the Missionary Task. The 
Woman’s Missionary Society, Girls’ Guild 
and Mission Band, Trinity Church, Berlin, 
Pa., Rev. D. 8S. Stephan, pastor, rendered 
their annual Thank Offering Service Sun- 
day evening, November 23. While this 
is the occasion of the Thank Offering in- 
gathering, the program is prepared to 
make an appeal for a more adequate un- 
derstanding of the work of misisons. This 
year “Lest We Forget,” a beautiful page- 
ant by Edith H. Allen, published by the 
Council of Women for Home Missions, was 
presented. The pageanut depicts the tasks 
to be completed before we can call Amer- 
ica a Christian nation. A series of episodes 
called attention to the unfinished tasks 
among the Indian, Mexican, Spanish-speak- 
ing, Japanese, Southern Mountaineer, EHs- 
kimo. Through all the scenes, the Spirit 
of the Church and the spirit of America 
listened, sympathized, encouraged. Only 
by the painstaking preparation and co-op- 
eration of all participants was it possible 
fo present this really great dramatization 
of the unfinished task of the Church. Ex- 
elusive of the women’s and children’s 
choruses, the cast numbered over fifty. 
The Mission Band gave twelve children in 
leading roles and a chorus of thirty. The 
pageant was directed by Miss S. Elizabeth 
Zimmerman who was assisted in the cos- 
tuming by Mrs. A. B. Cober and Mrs. C, 
W. Fogel. The fine interpretation of the 
musical portion of the program by Mrs. 
W. F. Shaw, who presided at the organ, 
added greatly to the excellence of the 
production. 

* * * 

A Generous Offer. Mr. D. E. Waid of 
New York City, has prepared an illus- 
trated memorial volume entitled: Mrs. Dan 
Everett Waid, Personal Letters, And An 
‘Outline of Her Life. Mr. Waid has gen- 
erously offered to present to the Council 


of Women for Home Missions a number of 
this privately printed book. This gift will 
enable the Council to send to each member 
or society who subscribes $25 or more to 
the Eva Clark Waid Memorial Fund a copy 
of this biography, (so long as the edition 
lasts). 


* * * 


“Moss’—a volume of Poems. A much 
stamped and special-delivery marked par- 
cel from Shanghai aroused the curiosity 
of your columnist—scattered to the four 
winds was my custom of opening Christ- 
mas gifts on Christmas Eve. Not labeled 
“Do not open,” I excused the opening on 
the score that it might not be a present. 
But it was... and of gifts one of the 
most acceptable. A, volume of verse, 
“Moss,” by Grace Wolborn Snyder, mis- 
sionary in China. The attractive green 
silk binding in Chinese design prepares 
for the poems, which we felt, before we 
read them, would reflect Chinese life. By 
one stroke the poet puts a thought for 
which we would read pages of prose. This 
little volume opens a rift into Chinese 
life and we see people on the streets of 
Shanghai, on the river boats, ete., and the 
picture stays with us. We congratulate 
Mrs. Snyder on this first published volume 
of verse. We cannot refrain from quoting 
one short poem. In it we see hundreds of 
missionaries and others, away from home 
folk. 


THE PRICE OF WANDERING 
While ’m happy, yet ’m haunted with a 
fear 
That I shall wander the world around 
And come wearily home some distant year 
When most I prize are nearly gone 
Or have lived so much of greater change, 
That there remains no waiting, mutual 


part; 
Could I endure to find them then so 
changed— 
Those present deep affections of my 
heart? 
* * * 


From the Spavinaw Hills. Among the 
one thousand women who attended the 
luncheon, given by the Women’s Church 
and Missionary Federation of Washington, 
D. C., for the representatives at the Home 


Missions Congress were Mrs. Anewalt, Miss 
Kerschner, Mrs. M. G. Schucker, Mrs. L. 
A. Peeler, Miss Ruth Reinmiller, Mrs, Ed- 
win W. Lentz and Mrs. Thomas E., Jarrell 
of Washington. With emotions stirred by 
the stimulating ornamentation of the Hall 
of Nations, Hotel Washington, where the 
luncheon was held, every one was in re- 
sponsive mood for the fellowship and pro- 
gram. Among the speakers were Mrs. Judd 
and Miss Adelaide Ballard, Western Super- 
visor of Migrant Work. Seated at the 
speakers’ table, but not one of the speak- 
ers, was Mrs. R. M. Bronson who was 
presented as one of the speakers for the 
public meeting that evening in Calvary 
Baptist Church where the Home Missions 
Councils and the Federal Council of 
Churches united in a great mass meeting. 
Who is Mrs. Bronson? She was before her 
marriage Miss Ruth Muskrat, a Cherokee 
girl from the Spavinaw Hills, Oklahoma. 
Turning back to a 1922 “Outlook of Mis- 
sions” I read: “For the first time in history 
an Indian student will take part in a 
world conference which meets outside of 
America. At that time she was chosen to 
represent the Y. W. C. A. of Kansas Uni- 
versity at the World’s Student Christian 
Federation Conference at Peking, China. 
After being graduated from Kansas Uni- 
versity, Mrs. Fred S. Bennett and other 
friends assisted her to Mount Holyoke 
College from which she was graduated in 
1925. When a junior in college, she was 
chosen to present to President Coolidge a 
copy of “The Red Man in the United 
States.” 


Speaking to the President she said: “Our 
old life is gone. A new trial must be 
found for the old is not good to travel 
farther. We must have schools. We must 
have help and encouragement from our 
white brothers,” 


Immediately upon being graduated, she 
returned to her reservation to help Indian 
women and girls. She has continued to 
“travel” the new trial. Very recently she 
was appointed an officer in the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs at Washington. We have 
told the story of Ruth Muskrat from the 
Spavinaw Hills, to challenge Reformed wo- 
men to be big sisters to promising and 
ambitious Winnebago girls. p 


Mrs. 
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Frank Lester Greene, senior United 
States Senator from Vermont, died at St. 
Albans, Vt., Dec. 17, in his 61st year. The 
burial was at St. Albans. 

Fifty-seven persons were killed in a 
coup d’ etat which Dec. 16 unseated the 
new government of Baudilio Palma of 
Guatemala and installed General Manuel 
Orellana as head of a military junta which 
took over the administration. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations Dee. 17 voted 10 to 9 to postpone 
consideration of the World Court protocols 
until December, 1931. At the same time 
the committee was taking this course Pres- 
ident Hoover received petitions from 59 
Chureh organizations in support of Amer- 
ican membership in the Court. The Com- 
mittee’s decision was to avert an extra 
session call, 


The decision rendered Dec. 16 by Judge 
Clark of the United States District Court 
at Newark, holding the eighteenth amend- 
ment invalid, will be immediately appeal- 
ed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and the government will enter a 
motion for a hearing of the arguments at 
the earliest possible date. In the mean- 
time the Prohibition Enforcement Bureau 
has announced that there will be no halt 
in its efforts to make New Jersey dry. 

Mrs. Edward W. Bok, widow of the 
Philadelphia editor and daughter of Cyrus 
H. K. Curtis, has relieved the unemploy- 
ment situation in Camden, Me., by request- 
ing local authorities to put all the job- 
less to work at her expense. Mrs. Bok 
maintains a summer home at Camden, 

The two-day conference called at Wash- 


ington by Robert P. Lamont, Secretary of — 


a 
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Commerce, and attended by delegates from 
the 48 States to discuss uniform air laws 
and regulations closed Dee. 17 with the 
delegates resolved on returning to their 
home States to urge the enactment of State 
aeronautical laws closely modeled on the 
Federal regulations. , 

The will of Dr. William E. Barton, noted 
authority on the life of Lineoln, bequeath- 
ed a mountain to Berea College to be 
known as “Barton Pinnacle,” and will be 
a portion of the college forest preserves. 
His collection of books on Lincoln are 
bequeathed to an educational institution 
to be selected by his children. Another 
collection of books is left to the Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Bequests of $14,- 
500 to charity are made in the will. 

The wedding of Miss Elizabeth Evans 
Hughes, daughter of Chief Justice and 
Mrs. Hughes, and William Thomas Gos- 
sett, took place at the home of the bride’s 
parents in Washington, Dee. 19. 

Fifteen persons died Dec. 18 in a sudden 
violent eruption of a volcano at Merapi, 
Central Java. The voleano had been ac- 
tive for two weeks. 

Opposition to the bills introduced by 
Senator Reed and Representative Johnson 
to stop all immigration for two years, as 
an economic move, has been voiced to 
the Senate Commerce Committee by See- 
retaries Stimson and Doak. The Secretary 
of State has suggested a flat reduction of 
90 per cent in the number of aliens ad- 
mitted under the present quota law and 
the Secretary of Labor favors the same. 

Reports of deaths in many parts of the 
country from poisonous alcohol are being 
received by the Bureau of Industrial Al- 
cohol, Dr. James M. Doran, director of the 
bureau, has disclosed. 


The disclosure by General Janin, com- 
mander of the Czech legionnaires in Si- 
beria after the war, that the remains of 
Czar Nicholas II of Russia and his family 
are in the Janin family vault, near Paris, 
completes the record of their strange wan- 
derings up to date, according to Franklin 
Clarkin, former Vice Consul of the United 
States in Siberia. 

Professor Werner Borchardt, with a 
European assistant, fell into the crater 
of the voleano Merapi in Sumatra at the 
moment that it became suddenly eruptive 
Dec. 18 and perished in the boiling lava. 
Professor Borchardt of the Hamburg In- 
stitute, Germany, was conducting climatol- 
ogical investigations and ascended Merapi, 
which had not been in violent eruption for 
the past forty years. 

Steamship companies controlling almost 
all of the trans-Atlantic passenger services 
have put into effect reductions in fares 
for the better class of accommodations, 
ranging from 10 to 50 per cent of former 
rates. 

A number of Finnish-Americans, en- 
route from Hull to Helsingfors for the 
Christmas holidays, were involved in a 
disastrous collision Dec. 19 when their 
vessel, the Arcturus, smashed into the Ore- 
gon, a sister ship, during a dense fog off 
the Danish Lessoe Trindel lightship. The 
Oberon sank in three minutes and it is 
feared forty persons were drowned. 


Joseph Stalin, secretary of the Commun- 
ist party in Russia, has dismissed Alexei 
Rykoff, chairman of the Council of 
People’s Commissars. The new head of the 
Commissars in Viacheslaf Mikhailovich 
Molotoff, a firm supporter of Stalin’s theor- 
ies. 

Viseount Willingdon, retiring Governor 
General of Canada, has been appointed the 
new Viceroy of India, to sueceed Lord Ir- 
win, whose term expires next March. Lord 
Willingdon, at the age of 64, has had a 
wide administrative experience and is a 
Liberal in politics. 

More Americans visited the United 
Kingdom in the first nine months of this 
year than in the same period of any prev- 
ious year. 130,000 was the number. 

President Hoover Dee. 20 signed the bill 
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appropriating $116,000,000 for emergency 
construction work in aid of the nation’s 
unemployed and the measure appropriating 
$45,000,000 for relief of farmers in the 
area affected by the drought of last Sum- 
mer and Fall. Both branches of Con- 
gress Dee. 20 adopted the conference re- 
port on the bill appropriating $116,000,000 
thus completing the emergency relief pro- 
gram of Congress. 

Negotiations directed toward affiliating 
the four major railroad brotherhoods, num- 
bering 500,000 members, with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor has been re- 
vealed by Alexander F. Whitney, president 
of the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen, 

An educational foundation to establish 
“progressive” schools in Alabama for na- 
tive-born, white, male citizens of British 
ancestry, and excluding preachers from the 
faculty and religious buildings from the 
grounds, is provided for in a bequest of 
nearly $7,500,000 made by Harvey G. 
Woodward, Birmingham ironfounder and 
capitalist, who died recently in Maine. 

The new $1,000,000 King Hotel in Jerus- 
alem was opened Dec. 20. The hotel has 
a historic location. In the distance are 
seen the Valley of the Jordan, the Dead 
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Sea and the hills of Moab, while nearer 
are the old city walls, the tomb of David 
and the Valley of the Kedron. 

A statement expressing the view of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace that the reduction of armaments 
throughout the world is an “imperative 
obligation” was issued Dec. 21 by the trus- 
tees of that organization. 

The Soviet Government has taken over 
all food supplies. Only ‘Communist sup- 
porters and Workers are permitted to eat 
under the new decree. The Stalin pro- 
gram has been accepted and the party ex- 
ecutives have approved the speed to ae- 
complish the five-year plan in four years. 

Mrs. Adolfo de Bosis, American born 
widow of the noted Italian poet, was ac- 
quitted Dec. 22 by a special military tri- 
bunal for the defense of the State of the 
charge of inciting rebellion in Italy by 
means of pamphlets clandestinely circulat- 
ed through the mails. 

Government troops have slain 2000 ban- 
dit Communists at Ningtu, Kiangsi Prov- 
ince, and 3000 other Reds at Tsinshih, 
Hunan Provinee, in a determined cam- 
paign to end brigandage and massacre, 
according to a recent Chinese press. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


First Sunday after Epiphany 
January 11, 1931 


The Childhood of Jesus 
Luke 2:40-52 


Golden Text: Jesus advanced in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and 
men, Luke 2:52. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Town of Nazar- 
eth. 2. The Home of the Carpenter. 3. 
Boy in the Temple. 


The four evangelists did not write com- 
plete biographies of Jesus. Their accounts 
of His life are very fragmentary. Espe- 
cially striking is their silence regarding 
His early life. We long to look behind 
this thick veil of silence, but there is none 
to lift it for us. Certain apocryphal writ- 
ings, indeed, do report childish legends 
about the early years of Jesus’ life. But 
our Jesson contains the only trustworthy 
incident we know of His boyhood. And 
after this visit to the Temple we see and 
hear no more of Him for eighteen long 
years. 

But while our direct knowledge of the 
formative period of the life of our Lord is 
thus regrettably meager, we possess certain 
items of information that enable us to 
speak modestly, and yet confidently, about 
those hidden years. Luke’s reiterated 
statement (2:40, 52) confirms our expecta- 
tion that, in every respect, the childhood 
of Jesus was truly human. He was won- 
derful, indeed, but not a wonder-child. His 
inner and outer growth followed the uni- 
versal Jaws that control the gradual un- 
folding of life’s hidden forces from the 
tiny bud to the flower and fruit of mature 
personality. That fact throws much light 
into the obscurity of those hidden years 
of Jesus. And, in addition, we also have 
considerable knowledge of His early en- 
vironment whose potent forces helped to 
mould His character. 


Thus our main object in this lesson must 
be to understand clearly the fact that 
Jesus had a normal growth from infancy 
to manhood, and, further, to form an idea 
of the essential environmental factors that 
shaped His growing life. 


T. The Town of Nazareth. In His min- 


istry Jesus constantly revealed His deep 
insight into nature. His knowledge of the 
physical universe was not scientific, but 
poetic and prophetic. He knew more than 
the mere laws of nature. He discerned 
their spiritual meaning. Nature spoke to 
Him of the infinite wisdom and goodness 
of God, and of His loving and tender care 
for the least of His creatures. <A large 
number of His parables are based upon 
natural phenomena, and His aptest illustra- 
tions are taken from the same realm. The 
sun, the birds of the air, the lilies of the 
field, and the tares among wheat taught 
Him lessons of divine truth. There can 
be no doubt that Jesus gained this inti- 
mate insight into nature during His boy- 
hood and youth in Nazareth, nestling 
quietly among the Galilean hills! 

Jesus also showed Himself a master in 
His knowledge of human nature. That 
great book is still more difficult to read 
and understand than the book of nature. 
To most of us it is puzzling and perplexing 
in its lore, and to many it remains sealed 
forever. But Jesus understood its strange 
hieroglyphics. He knew the heart of man 
in its height and depth. And this sym- 
pathetie insight into the hidden recesses of 
the human heart also had it roots in His 
early years in Nazareth. It was fostered 
and developed by His intimate contact 
with neighbors and friends, with pilgrims 
and travelers in His native village. 

Communion with nature and man are lost 
arts to many of us. We exploit nature, 
and gain her material treasures. And we 
associate with men in various pursuits of 
business, pleasure, and politics, reaping 
profits of many kinds. But there are spir- 
itual riches in the material world and in 
the human realm that we fail to find. They 
may be more difficult to find in our crowd- 
ed, rushing life than in Jesus’ rural world. 
But they are still there. And that boy is 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
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and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
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For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REY. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
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further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 
Mercersburg, Pa. 


Headmaster, 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
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robbed of the better part of his education 
who does not learn something of the divine 
meaning of nature, majesty and mystery, 
and of human sympathy. 

It. The Home of the Carpenter. By far 
the most important factor in the training 
of a child is the home. And no one can 
properly understand the incident of our 
lesson, nor the later life of Christ, without 
connecting it organically and vitally with 
the domestic piety of Joseph’s family. 

The center of that small circle was 
Mary. Next to Jesus Himself she is the 
most important member of the holy fam- 
ily. The Catholic Church pays her divine 
homage. And as the Madonna she has been 
idealized by brush and pen. We do not 
worship Mary. But we ought to realize 
that the mother of Jesus must have been 
a woman of exceptional purity and strength 
of character. And we can understand and 
appreciate the devout Ave Marias that are 
said and sung when we remember that it 
was she who led Jesus through the years 
of His childhood and adolescence to His 
consecration at the Jordan. Christians can 
never forget the woman who bore Jesus 
and nursed Him, who taught Him His first 
lisping prayer. 

But our knowledge of Mary rests mainly 
upon inference. Doubtless she was one of 
the choicest souls in that small group of 
Jews who maintained a deeply spiritual 
religion at a time when formalism and 
legalism dominated the life of the peo- 
ple. That she knew her Bible well may be 
inferred from the fact that, in her jubilant 
song, she couches her thoughts and emo- 
tions in the language of the Old Testa- 
ment (Luke 1:46-55). That she delighted 
in the services of the temple is proved by 
the fact of her attendance at times not 
required by the law (2:22, 41). There are 
several references to her thoughtful, con- 
templative spirit (2:19, 51). We. should 
like to know much more of Mary. But 
these secant facts are significant revelations 
of a deeply spiritual woman. Clearly, the 
chief interest of her life was religion. 

Concerning Joseph we read that he was 
a righteous man and obedient to the will 
of God (Matthew 1:19, 24; 2:14, 21-22 
He appears in the narrative as the trust- 
ful and tender husband of Mary. Doubt- 
less he taught Jesus his own trade, thus 
fitting Him to support Himself (Mark 6:3; 
Matthew 13:55). He lived until Jesus was 
twelve years old (Luke 2:42), and, possi- 
bly, much longer. But he seems to have 
died before the beginning of the Master’s 
public ministry. In the recorded words of 
Jesus there is no direct mention of Joseph, 
but we may be very sure that He expe- 
rienced a fatherliness in His home in Naz- 
areth that led Him to picture the deepest 
religious truths in terms taken from the 
life of a loving family. God, to Him, was 
a Father, and men were His children and 
brothers all, A sinner was a child, away 
from home, famished when a feast was his 
for the asking. And salvation was to go 
home to a bountiful Father. Surely, the 
home-life of Jesus must have been rich in 
love and wisdom to furnish Him the con- 
ceptual images of His message of salva- 
tion. 

Besides Joseph and Mary, the home ecir- 
cle comprised four brothers of Jesus and 
at least two sisters, all younger than He 
(Mark 6:3; Luke 2:7; Matthew 1:25). Our 
Lord’s profound appreciation of childhood 
had its natural basis in His own experi- 
ence with brothers and sisters. It throws 
a gracious light upon this little flock of 
children. 


From all we know, then, we may safely 
conclude that Jesus grew up in a family 
that was poor, but pure and noble in spirit. 
The soil was suited to the precious seed 
that God had cast into the world when 
Jesus was born, the gift of divine love. 
Stimulated by domestic affection and guid- 
ed by parental piety, the inner life of 
Jesus had its gradual and normal develop- 
ment. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Refonee Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


offers annuity contracts which provide 
six to eight per cent income during the 
life of one or two annuitants. A large in- 
come without trouble, worry or risk, plus 
the satisfaction of helping in a great cause. 


Let Your Gift to Catawba 
Pay You a Life Income. 


Write for booklet of information. 


ELMER R. HOKE, Ph.D., President 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 18590 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 


an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1929-30 Heidelberg had 
sixteen debates with other colleges and won ten 
of them; one hundred and twenty-four debates in 
twenty-three years—eighty-nine victories and thirty- 
five defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D!D.7 LLG 


President. 


recorded episode of Jesus’ youth, which 
forms our lesson, confirms that conclusion. 
At the age of twelve He accompanied His 
parents to the temple in Jerusalem. The 
incidents connected with this visit lose all 
their real meaning if we attribute them to 
a supernatural illumination. Jesus was not 
a prodigy. He was the normal child of a 
God-fearing home. His knowledge of the 
law, His astonishing questions and answers, 
His deep devotion to His Father’s house, 
were the first public manifestation of a 
sincere piety and spiritual insight that had 
ripened in a congenial atmosphere, - 

This lesson, then, is a challenge to par- 


ents to examine themselves, the homes into” — 
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which children are born, and the environ- 
ment in which they grow and develop. Do 
the conditions existing in our homes and 
in our communities warrant the hope that 
our children will “increase in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and men?” 
That is the normal deyelopment of the 
soul of a little child. We have emphasized 
it in our catechetical system of teaching 
and training. But its success depends pri- 
marily upon pious parents and _ proper 
Christian homes. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


Jan. 11—My Idea of What a Young Man 
Ought to Be. Exodus 2:16-20 

The ideal young man is nowhere to be 
found. He has not yet arrived. If one 
such could be had ready-made or molded 
to order he might perchance suit some 
folks very well but not satisfy others at 
all. The fact is that our ideals differ. We 
have different conceptions of what a per- 
fect young man should be. There are 
those who would put some things into the 
foreground as essential which others might 
regard as only of secondary importance. 
Moreover, such ideals may change through 
changing years. What we set up as an 
ideal today may not meet our requirements 
tomorrow. The Bible presents a number 
of characters who were regarded as ideals 
in their day and generation, but some of 
these heroes would hardly be accepted to- 
day because our standards differ. When 
we look at some of these characters very 
closely we find that they, too, had their 
defects and would scarcely qualify as ideal 
types for our present generation. Perhaps 
there was only One who could stand the 
test and that is Jesus and even He did 
not receive the unanimous vote of His day 
and likely would not receive universal ap- 
proval today. Every young person, how- 
ever, seeks and finds an ideal in some 
other young person. Such an ideal be- 
comes in a sense an idol, whether he is 
aware of it or not. Someone looks up to 
him, walks and talks like him, dresses like 
him, combs his hair like him and does 
many things the way he does them. In- 
deed, we are all imitators. Scarcely any 
of us are original. We become like those 
whom we set up as our ideals. How im- 
portant, therefore, it is that we should set 
our ideals very high, because our own lives 
are so largely influenced thereby. 

Now, what should a young man be? He 
should be an ideal man 

First—physically. A young man should 
have a healthy body. He should be tall, 
erect, handsome. He should have two good 
eyes so that he can look folks squarely in 
the face. He should be clean. He should 
not defile his body by indulgence in drink 
or in excess of any kind. He should make 
a fairly good appearance. He should dress 
as well as his circumstances would permit, 
although he should not go beyond his 
means. He should respect his body and 
know how to control his appetites and his 
passions. If a young man sows the seeds 
of disease in his body he will be seriously 
handicapped in years to come. He ought 
to train his body so that he can carry it 
gracefully and make it a servant of the 
finer sensibilities of his nature. No one 
likes a boor or a slovenly young person. 
He may be poor but he can keep himself 
neat and tidy. There is no excuse for a 
young man to go with unkempt hair or 
with his finger-nails in mourning. On the 
other hand he should not be a fop, not a 
dude or a dandy. No one likes a young 
man to be “sissy”, to be effeminate or 
weak. We look for stability and strength 
and dignity and poise and self-control in 
him. We do not want a boy to be a “per- 
fumed Paris,” not a dilettante, but a real, 
masculine man. We want him to be brave 
and yet not too bold. He can be excused 
if he is a little awkward and shy and 
bashful, if the blush mounts readily to his 
cheek, if only he is strong and true to 
himself, 
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Second—mentally. He should have a 
good mind. He should think pure thoughts. 
He should be a good student and read 
good books. We would expect him to be 
a good conversationalist but he should not 
talk too much. The young man who is 
very loquacious as a rule does not carry 
much in his head. A young man must not 
think too highly of himself. He must not 
be self-opinionated, not an egotist. On 
the other hand he should put a proper esti- 
mate upon himself and value his own per- 
sonality as of great worth. He should 
ever seek to improve himself mentally as 
well as physically and should grow in wis- 
dom as well as in stature. He must not 
be too cock-sure of his own ideas. Rather 
he must feel that he is a learner and that 
many things must be thought through be- 
fore definite expression should be given 


to them. We expect a young man to think 
straight. He must not stoop to deceit and 
falsehood. We expect him to brood but 


he must not harbor evil thoughts or hatch 
out wicked designs. He must be sincere 
in his thinking and refrain from becoming 
cynical. 

Third—spiritually. Of course, we would 
look for a young man to be a Christian. 
He should be a member of the Church and 
he should go to Church, He should read 
his Bible and pray daily and lead a Chris- 
tian life. He should honor the religion of 
his fathers. No matter how much he de- 
velops along the other lines he should 
never outgrow the Church nor despise his 
religion. Whenever a young man calls 
those who try to lead a Christian life 
“hypocrites” and “moss-backs,’ he has 
made too much progress in the wrong di- 
rection. It is then time for him to take 
an inventory of his own spiritual re- 
sources and he may be surprised to find 
himself spiritually bankrupt. We expect 
a young man to cherish lofty Christian 
principles. He should be straight-forward 
and honest and reliable. He should be 
trust-worthy and true. His word and his 
work should be above reproach. Of 
course, we do not expect a young man to 
be a goody-goody. He must not pose as 
pious nor put on religious airs. He cannot 
as yet speak of the deep things of the 
soul because those things are disclosed 
only through experience. A young man 
should not be “righteous over-much,” be- 
cause at his age that would be unnatural. 
He must be genuine, normal. He ought 
not to walk around like an old man when 
he is in his teens or his early twenties. 
Let him be a boy with all the traits of 
youth manifesting themselves in his life. 
We expect a young man to speak well of 
his Mother, but we do not expect him to 
be tied to his Mother’s apron-strings. We 
expect him to honor his father but he must 
not wear his father’s laurels. We expect 
him to make a life as well as a living for 
himself. 

If it is possible to find all these ideal 
qualities in a single individual it may be 
possible to strive after their attainment 
in as large a degree as possible. The sin 
lies not in failure but in low aim. We 
must set high ideals before us and then 
bend our energies towards realizing the 
same. Let every young man be the man 
that he aspires to be and that is all that 
earth or heaven can expect from any one. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The Christmas season found the Bethany 
children anxious to see Santa Claus. They 
waited and thought he would not come but 
at supper time on the last day of school 
before Christmas Mr. Favinger of Ann- 
ville, accompanied by his pastor, Dr. 
Spessard, and a number of friends of Beth- 
any, brought a real Santa with him who 
distributed candy and oranges to the chil- 
dren. I wish you could have heard the 
Bethany family sing the Christmas carols. 
Some have suggested, we ought to have 
the Bethany children sing these carols at 
Aniversary time. While it would be out 
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of season, it would depict that season of 
the year upon which Bethany depends so 
much for its funds for maintenance. 

The Bethany children were happy be- 
cause their many friends had remembered 
them and those who received no packages 
were not disappointed because provision 
had been made for them also. It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. That is 
the reason that the Bethany family re- 
sponded and gave a large offering to 
Phoebe Home at Allentown. 


WHAT LAYMEN THINK 


To say that members of the Reformed 
Church are not interested in the cause 
of missions and benevolences is not accord- 
ing to the facts. A prominent layman of 
our Church made the following statement: 
“T would not keep my membership in the 
Reformed Church if the Reformed Church 
did not do any benevolent work. I would 
either insist upon my Church going into 
benevolent work or they would have to put 
me out.” That proves the world wide con- 
ception of Christianity. It is not enough 
to serve one’s own Church, to keep the 
property in good repair, the officers in good 
spirit, and provide liberally for the pas- 
tor’s needs. This each Church should do, 
that is our common duty; but our Churches’ 
duties go farther and lead us beyond the 
community, through the entire country and 
to the ends of the world, following the 
great commission, “Go ye into all the 
world,” beginning at Jerusalem and from 
there radiating out through Judea and 
Samaria to the ends of the world. 

To have the demand to conduct benevo- 
lent work come to us from the membership 
of our Churches, is a sign of progress in 
the Reformed Church; it is a sign of spir- 
itual growth and proves that the Gospel 
is gripping the hearts of men. This is 
quite different than the view usually taken: 
that the “mandate” for benevolences comes 
from “above.” Here it is what it should 
be—a real democratic move in our Church, 
and God multiply that spirit and the num- 
ber of such men who are as interested and 
loyal as is this good brother. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
(Continued from page 2) 


Our Board does not meet until the 5th 
and 6th of February, 1931, and this gives 
our annuitants time to think the matter 
over and let us know just what they can 
do. There may be cases where the children 
are abundantly able to care for father or 
mother and that would permit us to give 
more to that aged minister or widow who 
have no friends to whom they can go. 

If we could all get together and sit 
down around a table and talk this matter 
over, adjustments could very readily be 
made. No one would suffer and everybody 
would be happy. Here a son would say, 
“My salary is three times what my father 
received in the ministry. I will be glad 
to take care of my mother.” Here is a 
minister receiving $500. He says, “My 
health is better than it was last year. I 
can do more supply work this year. You 
may take $100 off my annuity and give it 
to some widow who cannot preach.” 

If some of you folks will do this, just 
write and tell us about it. Let us bear one 
another’s burdens. 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Teaching Primaries in the Church School, 


by Ethel L. Smither. Methodist Book 
Concern, for the Leadership Training 
PubHshing Association. 251 pp., $1.26. 
The quality of the books in the Standard 
Course in Leadership Training, sponsored 
by the International Council of Religious 
Education, is of a high order, and steadily 
improving, This yolume falls in with the 


general trend. -As Erwin Shaver, in the 
editorial. introduction, points out, Miss 
Smither writes this text with a compe- 


tency due to the best training and wide 
experience in practice. 

The most modern educational viewpoint 
is presented here with a sanity and sim- 
plicity which fits the text for use in train- 
ing average Primary teachers for their 
text. Chapters I-III are written in the 
form of a report of a training-class of 
Primary teachers and their superintendent, 
and, consequently, are couched in the con- 
versational forms which are readily intel- 
ligible to the ordinary reader. These three 
chapters, which deal with the aims of reli- 
gious education of primary children and 
the learning process, are followed by prac- 
tical discussions of the selection and guid- 
ance of purposeful activity, the relation of 
the class session to the teaching unit as a 
whole, the wise use of stories, poems, mu- 
sic, pictures, class conversation and wor- 
ship. 

The appendix offers a reference library 
for Primary teachers, and the whole forms 
a valuable guide for training classes, or 
for study of her task by the individual 
teacher who is eager to improve her ability. 

The book is not open to some of the 
prevalent criticisms of present-day reli- 
gious edueation, such as “it is not Chris- 
tian enough,’ “it is too high-brow,” “it 
requires highly educated teachers,” ete. 


Junior Worship Materials, by Nellie V. 
Burgess. Cokesbury Press. 197 pp. 
Price, $1.50. 

This book is to the Junior leader what 
a “trot” is to the student of Latin or 
Greek. It has a legitimate use, but it may 
be abused by treating it as a crutch. As 
the title suggests, it is a book of source 
materials, designed for worship with Jun- 
iors. Its danger lies in the fact that these 
materials are pre-arranged in programs 
suitable for nine months in the year, Oc- 
tober to June, inclusive. Herein, however, 
is a merit, if the user is wise enough to 
profit by it. The programs are well- 
planned indeed, and they give excellent ex- 
amples of what can be done in the build- 
ing of Junior worship programs. They 
should be used as examples, and from their 
use the Junior superintendent should ad- 
vance to the building of his own programs 
in co-operation with the teachers and pu- 
pils of his department. 

The book does not profess to be a man- 
ual of training in worship. For such train- 
ing the reader is referred to such books as 
Mary Alice Jones’ “Training Juniors in 
Worship.” It does provide, however, two 
brief chapters on the meaning of worship 
with Juniors and the building of worship 
services. 

The services of all the Sundays in each 
month gather around a single theme, in 
some Gases appropriate to the particular 
month, and the whole is made more usable 
by the inelusion of indexes to the stories 
and talks, hymns, tunes and preludes. The 
appendix also provides some additional 
stories not used in the programs, and a 
few of the less familiar hymns with their 
music, For Junior superintendents and 
others responsible for Junior department 
administration-who have as yet paid little 
attention to the preparation of helpful wor- 
ships programs this book, supplemented by 
Miss Jones’ manual referred to above, 
would afford excellent. tools. with which to 
begin. A. N.S. 
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CHURCH STATISTICAL RECORDS 


THE PRACTICAL LOOSE LEAF CHURCH RECORD 


Arranged for congregations desiring detail- 
ed information. By Richard R. Yocum. Com- 
plete and practical in every detail. Sheet size, 
12 x 12% inches. Binding size first figure. 
Bound in red Russia back and corner with 
black keratol sides. Gold title. Special Key- 
lock cover manufactured especially for ‘The 
Practical Loose Leaf Church Record. 

This Loose Leaf Church Record has been 
published to comply with repeated demands 
for a separate Member and Communion Rec- 
ord. We now offer a complete Church Record 
in Loose Leaf Form, 


Marriages, deaths, baptisms, members, com- 
munion, etc. New sheets can be added and 
others removed as desired. A Record of only 
those Forms as required by local econgrega- 
tion. A Record where congregations of 50 or 
1,060 members can purchase as small or large 
a register as needed. The Practical Loose Leaf 
Church Record is very flexible and ean be 
adapted to the needs of any congregation. 
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PRACTICAL LOOSE LEAF CHURCH 


RECORD 
Outfit No.1. For congregations of 150 mem- 
bers or less. 
Practical Keylock Cover ‘A’? complete 


with Fly Leaf and’ Title Page........ $7.50 
InGex:, ..c.sic o:escle ager Gis labagaeta teen ate 1.25 
100 Practical Loose Leaf Chureh Ree- 

ord Sheets, assorted, all Forms...... 3.00 
Price, delivered postpaid.............. $11.75 


PRACTICAL LOOSE LEAF CHURCH 


RECORD 
Outfit No. 3. For congregation of 400 and 
more members. 


Practical Keylock Cover ‘B’ complete : 


with Fly Leaf and Title Page........ $7.50 
Tne Sache tac soho SR RS eg 1.25 
Sheets; ‘assorted “DmMay thas eevee eens ae 10.50 
Price, delivered postpaid.............+. $19.25 
PRACTICAL CHURCH REGISTER 
By Rev. M. Loucks, D.D. 268 pages. Spe- 


cial ruled forms for Pastor’s Register; Offi- 
cers’ Register for Deacons and Communions; 
Register of Baptisms; Register of Marriage; 
Register of Deaths; Annual Statistical Reports 
of Congregation and 80 ruled pages for His- 
tory. Cloth binding. Price, $3.50, postpaid. 


Form 100—Constitution (ruled Typewriter 
spacing). 
Form 101—Charter (ruled Typewriter spac- 


ing). 

Form 102—Histery in Outline. 

Form 103—Detailed History of the Congrega- 
tion. 

Form 104—Our Pastors. 

Form 105—Our Pastors, A Resume of the 
Work During the Pastorate of. 

Form 106—Our Officers, Elders. 

Form 107—Our Officers, Deacons. 

Form 108—Our Officers, Trustees. 

Form 109—The Record of our Members. 

Form 110—Communion Record. 

Form 111—Members Admitted. 

Form 112—Record of Confirmation. 

Form 113—Record of the Baptism of Adults. 

Form 114—Record of the Baptism of Infants. 

Form 115—Marriages. 

Form 116—Losses. 

Form 117—Those Who Passed On. 

Form 118—Organizations. 
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PRACTICAL LOOSE LEAF CHURCH 
RECORD 


2. For congregations of 156 to 


, 


Outfit No. 
400 members. 


$7.50 
L258. 


200 Practical Loose Leaf Chureh Record 
Sheets, assorted “24.2.2 .s ssleaeeeee K 


Price, delivered, postpaid....... se beams’ GEA. FBS : 


SYSTEMATIC CHURCH REGISTER 


Arranged by Rev. Geo. A. Whitmore. The 
Register contains 426 pages, bound cloth sides, 
leather back and corners. Size, 11% x 18% 
inches when closed. . 


An accurate and comprehensive 
Register is of paramount importance. The 
design of the Church Register is to supply 
an orderly, succinct and systematic record, of 
all matters pertaining to the annual growth, 
activity and history of a congregation in the 
briefest manner possible. It is arranged al-. 
phabetically or with numbers as desired. The 
arrangement of the records and statistical 
tables is well adapted to the use of any con- 
gregation, and covers nearly every possible 
contingency. Price, net, postpaid, $9.00, . 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE U. §. 


1505 Race Street 


Philadelphia, Pa.’ 
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MRS. MARY C. KUNTZ 


Frieden’s congregation, Hegins, Pa., on 
Oct. 19, lost a devoted and faithful mem- 
ber in the passing of Mrs. Mary C: Kuntz. 
Mrs. Kuntz was confirmed and remained 
a life-long member of this Chureh. She 
was born July 2, 1892, a daughter of the 
late Mx, and Mrs. John Ressler, staunch 
Church: supporters. From her youth she 
was recognized as one of the leaders. in 
both Church and community. For years she 
was the esteemed president of the W. M. S._ 
of Frieden’s congregation. $< SM 

She was preceded in death by her hus- 


band, James I. Kuntz, exactly 14 years, 
Bereft early in life of her husband, cour- 
ageously and lovingly she reared her two 
daughters in the nurture of the Lord and 


in the bosom of the Church. She was an 


outstanding example of Christian faith, 
Her demise in the Episcopal Hospital, 
Philadelphia, was not only a shoek but a 
distinct loss to her wide circle of relatives 
and friends and to her Church. ‘ 


The following survive: 2 daughters, | 


Catherine and Naomi, at home, and th 
following brother and sisters: Geo. 


Ressler, Allentown; Mrs. Geo. Kuntz, Mrs, — 


Harper Willier, Mrs. Jacob Stutzman an 
Mrs. Jesse Dinger, all of Philadelphia. Hi 
age was 38 years, 3 months and 17 
Burial in the Reformed and Lut 
Cemetery, Hegins, J 
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